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ABOUT

Need to research cities as lived spaces and sites of collective identity within the 
broader socio-cultural and political contexts open approach that conisder built urban  
heritage as the places where people lived their everyday lives, where social values and a sense of 
place inhered.

According to variety of values, cities and urban ensembles are among most discussed 
and elaborated properties of urban heritage. Broader point of view toward more efficient 
preservation requires  conservation of cultural heritage to be seen as tools based on  best 
practice and local conditions and traditions.

Seeking for more more sustainable process of urban development that would integrate  
environmental, social and cultural aspects into  the planning, design and implementation phases 
open development of the new The Historic Urban Landscape approach.

Addressed importance to integrate  environmental, social and cultural aspects into 
preservation approach cultural heritage should be recognised as a diverse and non-renewable 
asset.

While addressing the increasing number of threats to heritage rapid urbanization is putting 
pressure on the availability and use of resources.

Satisfying condition of   society and cities over time is dependent on the interaction with 
the environment.

There for the  shift in thinking on the urban environment away from purely physical tissue 
and urban fabric toward the cultural landscape model was among the most important toward 
sustainable urban conservation approach.

Cultural landscapes are a complex phenomenon that represent the “combined works of 
nature and of man”. Furthermore, cultural landscapes embrace associative values rather than a 
focus on tangible, physical fabric.

Interaction between nature and culture, tangible and intangible heritage, biological and 
cultural diversity creates cultural landscapes and thus defining identity of the city and places.
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Cities need to move towards indication of the need to identify new approaches and 
new tools for urban conservation. There for Historic Urban Landscape approach is a tool to 
reinterpret the values of urban heritage.

Identification, evaluation, protection, of cultural heritage are crucial issues of conservation, 
while emphasising proper management of heritage as the most important toward sustainable 
approach.

Main Goal of this Conference is to promote environmental and sustainable performance 
for existing heritage cultural landscapes. Conference is aiming to promote approaches in urban 
conservation that would necessarily take into consideration all aspects of tangible and intangible 
heritage. More over conference is aiming to show aspects of treats its impact and how we react.

The reuse of heritage cultural landscapes has environmental, social, and economic benefits.
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THE CHARM OF DECAY OF MASONRY BUILDINGS

Nina Avramidou
International Center for the Conservation of the Architectural Heritage, CICOP Italy

avramidou.nina@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The fascination that exerts on the observer, an old masonry building, monumental or of  
minor architecture, reduced to the state of ruin, is the charm of its re-acquired nature of only 
form and matter. Stripping the building of all its completion works (covers, various coatings, 
plants, etc.), losing the function for which it was designed and realized, returns it to its simply 
formal expression, that is to say it has become pure architecture, an object now considered for 
what it is, and not for what it serves or served. It is thus discovered that the vestiges of such 
disused and degraded buildings are immortal, outside of the rules, outside of the flow of events. 
And this is their charm ...

 When the use of a building is exhausted and the building is almost in ruins,  we can now 
perceive the wonder of its birth. It highlights the constructive rules with which it has reached its 
static and/or dynamic equilibrium, the materials with which it was made and their function.

 The need to re-evaluate the importance of material degradation for conservative and 
restorative purposes arises also from the new concept of “architectural good”, which has been 
shaped by a new vision of history, not in an idealistic sense referring only to the crucial events, 
but more intricately understood, open to the study of society as a whole and also attentive to 
aspects of material culture.

Keywords:  Degradation, Masonry Ruins, Reuse

1. ON THE DEGRADATION OF THE FINITURES OF MASONRY BUILDINGS

 Degradation in its many material forms and its gravity has been dealt with by experts 
from different disciplines, from historians of architecture and restoration to physicists and che-
mists,  each of them in a different way over time, while the engineers responsible for the inter-
ventions calibrated the requirements of the restoration works to the technological discoveries of 
the moment and the dictates of the International Restoration Cards.

 In this brief exposition of the degradation of masonry buildings, I will try to narrow the 
subject to some aspects only, namely the degradation in its relation to time and the territorial 
and urban context, distinguishing between monumental buildings and those of lesser interest, 
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historical and artistic, and between those in an advanced state of degradation but still recove-
rable, and those in a state of ruin.

 To better illustrate, I will outline some significant examples that I have personally worked 
on in the course of my professional life and research. The main objective of this short discussion 
is to raise interest in codifying the various forms of degradation based on multidimensional crite-
ria including the aesthetic perceptual value for those who observe degraded architecture before 
and after recovery.  It can be a recoverable construction functionally with non-invasive interven-
tions and limits in costs, or a non-recoverable construction for a similar or different use, if not 
with excessive costs, but which, however, retains its supporting structure in good condition.

 When the use of a building ends and the building becomes a ruin, an observer can per-
ceive the wonder of his birth. It highlights the constructive rules with which it has reached its 
static and / or dynamic equilibrium, the materials with which it was made and their function.

This, of course, can also be found instrumentally, with targeted diagnostic investigations, 
but these are rarely non-destructive and require interpretations of the instrumental data of hi-
ghly qualified people.

 A highly degraded building with considerable loss of external and internal finitures, but 
which  did not reach a degree of degradation that affected its technological and functional reco-
very, also facilitates  the cognitive work of degraded construction, that is, the residual capacity 
of materials and structures.

 As an example, I mention the former sanatorium of Eleousa, in Rhodes, a colonial buil-
ding of the 1930s for which I was assigned the project of restoration and re-qualification (unfor-
tunately not yet realized), Fig. 1.

Figure 1: Original status.      Figure 2: Actual status.
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The building arouses considerable interest in those who look at it, and it is also possible 
to enter it as its structure is not yet dangerous, Figures 1, 2 (original and actual view). The over-
lapping of colored wall layers mixed with lichen colors creates fascinating pictorial effects. It is 
possible to read its heavy but pretty structure, revealing where the plaster falls. This structure, 
like most of the other structures created by the same workers in the same period in Dodecanese 
(Greece), is beautifully obscured by plastering and coatings, so it seems to be entirely made of 
stone masonry, Fig. 3; in fact, it is masonry reinforced with horizontal and vertical r. c. beams, 
and also stone walls with metal mesh.

The loss of the plaster has also highlighted the expansion joints between the adjacent 
bodies, Fig. 4.

Interesting chromatic effects are also created by the falling plaster from the interior walls, 
which document the succession of maintenance interventions over time and the coloring tech-
niques adopted in the past, Figures 5 and 6.

These effects can be framed in small portions, protected, for example, by glass, to referen-

Figure 4: Expansion joints between the 
adjacent bodies.

Figure 3: Typology of masonry structure.                                   

Figure 5, 6: Multicolor effects of the interior plaster.                                          
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ce the past and also to create pictorial frameworks.
 The degradation followed by a partial collapse of public buildings, which are still waiting 

to be restored, stimulates creativity and allows for their use for recreational purposes: exhibi-
tions, fairs of local advertising, dance clubs, etc. For example, in the Orvieto region, there was 
a request for proposals to create playgrounds for children dedicated to the famous writer Giani 
Rodari. My proposal was to use the small country cottages that were semi-destroyed, for chil-
dren’s games (hiding places, scary places, etc. like those in various play grounds for children ) 
without altering the location and appearance of the collapsed or unstable structures (beams, 
floors, roofs, walls) and, of course, eliminating their static precariousness with careful and diffi-
cult structural consolidation work. The addition of lights and cloths coming down from the roofs 
would complete the playful effects I had proposed.

For Instance, spaces like theses in Figures 7 and 8 (former Pavlou Mela barracks, Thessalo-
niki, Greece) could become welcoming spaces during the summer.

Figure 7: Former barracks Pavlou Mela Thessaloniki, Greece.                                          

Figure 8:  Some internal spaces of former Barracks Pavlou Mela.                                          
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On the issue of degraded facades of the old buildings, it is common practice to dwell on 

their conservative recovery and functional and architectural redevelopment. And it is now wi-
dely shared that, in the context of renovations of old neighborhoods, the “historical memory” 
must be kept intact, Figure 9. And this is the task of an architecture that, while deontologically 
innovative, respects as far as possible the habitat to which it belongs.  But there is no such matter 
as a codified methodology for the conservation project of facades.

 Despite the need to apply some of the cutting-edge techniques for cleaning, consolida-
ting and protecting facades, which are coded by national and local standards for the facades of 
monumental buildings, they are rarely applied to the facades of non-historic buildings, mainly 
for economic reasons.

Figure 9: Typical  dedradated facade  of old neighborhoods.                           
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Often the desire for innovation and a lack of knowledge of the local culture produce que-
stionable effects in the restoration of the facades, Figure 10.

In some cases, advanced degradation inspires finishing work that creates a sharp contrast 
between interior and exterior spaces. This is the case of the former Italian Colony of San Marco 
in South Rhodes, abandoned for over 70 years, where the church facade was recently restored 
to its original state, while its interior has undergone chromatic changes that are markedly differ-
ent from the original ones and those of the external façade, Figure 11. 

Figure 11: Former colony of San Marco in  South Rhodes; use of materials and colors in 
marked contrast with the pre-existing ones in the interior.

Figure 10: “Leefting” of the external walls.
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2. CONSERVING PARTS  OF THE DEGRADATION OF THE FACADES OF HISTORIC MASONRY 
BUILDINGS

 Keeping part of the degradation in the façades of historic buildings requires particular 
care, a restoration practice often adopted in the restoration of Florentine buildings with visual 
effects of great impact.

 I cite as an example of the visual perceptual importance of the partial conservation of 
the façade degradation, a 17th century building transformed into a 5-star resort structure, the 
Bellosguardo villa in Florence, built in one of the most panoramic and historic areas of the city.  
The restoration of the heavily degraded façades did not erase the signs of time;  on the contrary, 
leaving traces of degraded masonry and frescoes that once covered them has enhanced the ae-
sthetic appearance and the perception of the  history of the property on the part of the visitor, 
Figures 12 and 13.

For established practices on such types of buildings, the principles of ordinary and ex-
traordinary maintenance apply as established by current legislation, the definition of which is 
respectful of the culture of restoration.

 From this point of view, therefore, the present state of the facade, investigated in its 
material and formal consistency, is to be judged original and authentic, as it was at the beginning 
of its existence from which it differs in an inexpressible and precious diversity created by the 
uninterrupted flow of time and, in essence, by its own “life experiences”, Figure 13.  

Figure 12: Conservative restoration  of the facade of a  medieval Villa in Florence.
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3. DEGRADATION AND INNOVATION

Degradation and innovation can also coexist, but they can also destroy the harmony that 
makes them attractive even today, adopting questionable design choices for restoration and in-
novation. Fig 14 shows the entrances of two adjacent rural houses: a preexisting and a new one.  
The older entrance directly faces the street and invites visitors to enter the interior of the house 
(back in the time when e keys were not used to lock the entrance doors of the houses).  The new 
entrance  is off the road and well protected to prevent entry. These two architecturally different 
inputs reflect two different conceptions of life that inspired them, those of the past and of the 
present, and represent questionable design choices in restoration and innovation.

 Even the materials used in such renovations are in sharp contrast to the pre-existing ru-
ral environment, Fig. 15, which belongs to a suburban village in Irakleion, Crete,  Greece  (photo 
of Mario Maio).

Figure 14: Radical changes in the entrances.                                      Figure 15: Conserved exterior portals.

Fig. 13. Conservation of the signs of passed timess.                                    
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4. WHEN THE DECAY CREATES RUINS

 With the passage of time and without stopping physical decay, construction inevitably 
goes from the “degraded state of degradation” to the “state of ruin”, in which the charm of the 
masonry remains standing, even becoming purely sculptural and a reference point for memory 
if significant territorial and environmental changes have occurred.

  In Figure 16 it is possible to admire Roman remains, standing in the middle of a vast 
green lawn, which appear as real sculpture admired by everyone (photo by N. Avramidou).  
Figure 17 shows the remains of a portal of a Hellenistic tomb, in Pella, Greece  (photo by N.  
Avramidou).

 The presence of so many ruins in European cities, especially Italian, poses different 
questions to which it is difficult to give unequivocal answers, such as: the determination of their 
quality and meaning, the reasons why they must be preserved and who should be entrusted 
with the task of such choices, what role, function and destiny they should have within cities that 
grow exponentially and together with the cultural diversity of their inhabitants.

 In the cities of the present but also in those of the future, the archaeological ruins include 
not only the mighty remains of monuments but also the fragments, often incomprehensible, of 
tombs, aqueducts or streets.

 New buildings have always been constructed over the  ruins of ancient buildings, often 
using them as foundations or for overhanging and extensions. The choice not to demolish but to 
reuse what is existing creates presuppositions that often affect not only the constructive 
modalities adopted, but also the formal and compositive choices.

Figure 17: Remains of Hellenistic portal, Pella.                          Figure 16: Remains of Roman constructions, 
Viterbo, Italy.                           
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The cultural landscape of the twentieth century and the crisis of the consumer society ba-
sed on the continuous process of destroying its products, as a major premise for the realization 
of the new one, has brought to the fore the concept of “recycling”, which, in the sector of archi-
tectural ruins, has often assumed incongruous expressions,   Figure 18 (picture of A. Causevic).

The adoption of the term “recycling” in interventions to existing structures, draws atten-
tion away from the terms such as recovery, re-qualification or reuse to the predominance of the 
values of the existent which is considered to be somewhat inert material, or is about to end its 
life cycle; ie towards new values and design principles capable of manipulating the existing one 
to establish new life cycles:

To incorporate, transform, relocate pieces or entire parts of existing buildings into new 
buildings is in fact a customary building practice  in the small historical centers, from the ancient 
world  since the time of Palladian architecture, Figure 19, (photo of  M. Maio).

 The recycling of ruins is one of the possible alternatives to return obsolete materials, 
objects, and building features back into the production circuit.

Figure 18: Masonry ruins incorporated in new wood construction.                                  

Figure 19: Inclusion of ancient architectural remains in new buildings, Heraklion, Greece.                             
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5. MINOR ARCHITECTURAL RESTAURATIONS IN AN ABANDONED AND RUINED STATE INSIDE 
SMALL HISTORICAL CENTERS

 All the art of restoration and preservation of monuments has dealt exclusively with qua-
lified architecture, almost ignoring the importance of the minor ones that for centuries have 
surrounded them. And while the best and most durable materials have been reserved for buil-
dings of great importance, allowing them to be preserved over time and without the need for 
heavy restoration interventions, more modest means and materials of immediate availability 
were used, in most cases, in minor architecture destined for residence.

  As a result, much of this architectural heritage has been lost in time or partially de-
stroyed. In some cases it remains as an isolated monument within the context surrounding it, 
made of buildings of the same type but completely renewed, Figure 20 (photo of  M. Maio ) and  
Figure 21 (photo of A. Causevic).

 In general, this is architecture which harmonizes with the surrounding environment. Its 
construction uses the stone of the site, often retrieved from the oldest existing buildings, or ma-
terials such as terracotta bricks or tiles made of built-up furnaces or aged plaster. These materials 
give buildings extraordinary chromatic softness of architectural values, which characterizes all 
buildings built by the end of the nineteenth century.

 With reference to colours choices, the color scheme of the plaster (also referred to as 
“color palette”) is an indispensable reference tool for the design choice of facade coloring. The 
formation of local color palettes is concerned with both historical iconography, material testimo-
nies, and the availability of traditional materials and basic pigments, which are still readily avai-
lable.

Figure 20, 21: Isolated damaged masonry building within the surrounding   built context.                 
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The advanced degradation of such architectures allows an immediate assessment of the 
physical consistency of structural and technological components, and the collection of valuable 
data on past forms and processes as well as indications of the possible developments that de-
gradation may have over time.

 As the notion of cultural good has evolved from that of “art object” or “antiquity and 
fine arts”, so that of architectural good has evolved over time from that of “monument” to the 
concept of “good that is culturally diffused “, which recognizes the value of so-called minor archi-
tecture and the links between the individual architectural goods and the contexts surrounding 
them, as the perceptive aesthetic values linked with the memory of the past and history. In other 
words, attention is drawn to the importance of humble but still historic buildings and the implicit 
admission of value to contexts and historical relationships between them.

 This evolution tends to result in the preservation of those buildings that are part of this 
new category of goods in the smaller historic centers, where it is recognized that these buildings 
should remain within an urban setting, constituting the original and authentic part of these set-
tings. In any case, if the major contribution to the definition of particular territorial color decli-
nations stems from material evidence still in situ, the reference, if any, to the pictorial range that 
derives from views of urban spaces or panoramic views of whole centers can not be neglected .

6.  SOME CONCLUDING REMARKS

 The ancient buildings in ruins are immortal and not obsolete; they exist outside of the 
rules and outside of the flow of events, so the primary function of their original use is replaced 
by a psychologically important function, of primary importance, capable only of transmitting 
emotions. Hiding the degradation (fractures and loss of matter) would mean eliminating such 
emotions.

 With all the theoretical and practical difficulties surrounding the restoration disciplines, 
there is a need to rethink the concepts involved in the conservative interventions of the monu-
ments and the management of the various forms of degradation in relation to the causes that 
produce them and to the consequences that such causes may have on conservation

 It is well known that the degradation affecting masonry buildings directly exposed to 
atmospheric agents (wind erosion or decalcification) results in loss of matter with reduced bea-
ring capacity. The absence or lack of maintenance accelerates such phenomena which consist 
mainly in the dissociation of the binder matrix and the disintegration of the masonry made in 
stone or brick blocks. Even in this case, and before the loss of matter has become decisive for the 
strength and stability of the masonry, some extraordinary sculptural effects can be taken that 
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arouse the interest of those who observe them and which can also be highlighted and preserved, 
while proceeding to stop the progress of the damage with targeted consolidation works and with 
the means that the practice of today’s restoration makes available, Fig 22 (photo  N. Avramidou).

For those like me, who have been engaged for a long time around the theme of the eva-
luation of the decay of buildings, seaching and fighting against the causes of decay, we cannot 
remain indifferent to the lack of interest in keeping these buildings alive, extending their useful 
life, and working to reuse the remaining intact pieces, which still carry memories and feelings.

Figure 22: Sculptural effects derived from water and wind actions.                    
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ABSTRACT

Industrial Archeology (AI) is a relatively recent subject, its goal is the preservation of the 
memory of ancient work activities. The need of such preservation sprang from technological 
evolution, so rapid nowadays, that makes production processes, tools and objects, obsolete: 
working devices become suddenly useless and so they are abandoned. This is true also for the 
buildings destined to work, such as factories, infrastructures and related areas; that is the most 
interesting aspect of AI, becouse it allowes the recovery of importante resources.

In Sicily IA has a very particular role and meaning. In fact, although this region is very far 
from the European heart, where the Industrial Revolution had the most outstanding develop-
ment, there were a number of activities related to the place (from tuna fishing and conserva-
tion to sulphur mining, from salt production to clay processing). The involved companies were 
absolutely comparable with the most advanced ones of the northern regions, considering the 
internal organization, the quantity and the quality of the products addressed to the market, al-
though they were characterized by relatively low mechanization levels. Moreover, in Sicily IA has 
an extra-value, because a large number of these structures is located in extra-urban contexts, so 
as to be close to the area of origin of the raw materials. Here, the relation with the environment 
is stronger than in the city and the available buildings are a more appreciated resource because 
of their limited number. So that, their reuse, that in some cases has already been started, is a 
good occasion to promote the development of rural areas.

The paper can be considered as belonging to the well consolidated field of the History of 
Construction. The contribution to the subject consists in explaining the relation between the 
local characteristics and the whole framework of IA in Italy, by pointing out the aspects and the 
issues of the local vicissitudes, unknown even to the experts. Furthermore, attention is focused 
on how it is possible to encourage the development of the depressed rural areas with the IA re-
furbishment. This is a very relevant theme if you take into account that it is often mentioned in 
the business program of the regional authority.

Keywords: history of construction, building refurbishment, building typology.
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1 INTRODUCTION

As it is know, Industrial Archaeology (IA) is a quite recent subject. In fact, it was born in the 
Seventies, firstly in the North Europe regions. It springs from two reasons. The first one derives 
from the fact that the main economic structure had shifted from the manufacture industry to 
the provision of services. This change had deep repercussions on the characteristics of the pro-
duction infrastructures. The second one was the increase of standards related to the work places 
in order to achieve the safety of workers, the reduction of pollution, a lower impact on urban 
areas and so on.

These two described facts are the main causes of the insurgence of obsolescence, which 
is a very particular pathology. In the past, technology had a very slow evolution in all sectors, 
and also in the production of goods. The mechanization of all human activities has caused an 
incredible acceleration of the evolution of tools, that leads to obsolescence. With this word, we 
refer to something that can potentially still work but which is replaced by other objects that can 
do the same work more quickly, or more easily or more cheaply and so on [1].

Obsolescence can have also many other causes: for example the variation of the market 
demand; or a change in the infrastructure net of the area; or a change in the regulations; and 
so on.

Of course, obsolescence can affect any tools, from the smallest to entire industrial buildin-
gs. Its first effect was leaving empty an increasing number of buildings or entire industrial areas. 
The main goal of IA is to recover them, starting from the memory of the place. In fact, obsole-
scence can be related to the loss of cognitive cultural heritage of society. The main focus must 
be addressed to the requalification of the buildings, because they represent the most significant 
resource that can be recovered. In particular, in the small communities (such as villages or rural 
areas and so on) the refurbishment of an ancient industrial building can improve the quality level 
of the life of inhabitants and also it can be a power point for local business.
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2 INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN ITALY

The requalification of the firsts industrial buildings, in Italy dates since the Eighties, star-
ting from the main industrial cities, such as Rome and especially Milan and Turin. One of the 
first example in this sense can be considered the Lingotto of Turin (fig. 1). Lingotto is the name 
of a neighborhood of the city of Turin; in 1923 the headquarter of FIAT, an important Italian car 
industry, was build there. It is a very big building designed by Giacomo Mattè Trucco; it is very ad-
vanced, comparing with its age. It consists in a big block of production areas and administrative 
offices. It is seven floor tall, with a large internal patio. The Lingotto is a very particular industrial 
building because it is inspired by the typical Italian buildings of the Renaissance. Thanks to these 
admirable ancestors it can be considered a monumental industrial building, like AEG of Peter 
Behrens or Fagus Factory of Walter Gropius. The main particularity of the Lingotto is a track for 
the test of the prototypes, located on the roof and the helical ramp to get it, with a very intere-
sting load bearing structure in reinforced concrete.

In the Eighties the building was considered obsolete because of the expansion of the resi-
dential part of the city, that surrounded it. FIAT asked Renzo Piano to plan the requalification of 
the building. The general aim was to transform Lingotto into a service, institutional, productive, 
residential building. The internal patio was transformed in an urban park. This project was able 
to change the entire area, which had market functions, into an area with advanced services. The 

Figure 1: Lingotto Building, Turin (Italy): A - refurbishemnt plan;  
B - picture of the original building; C - helical ramp;
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concept of the plan was the preservation of the original building, but it introduced some new 
elements, that characterize it, such as the Meeting Hall and the helicopter landing surface. In the 
time, many other examples of IA were realized in other Italian cities:

• the Dora Park in Turin, in which the sheds of Michelin factory has been integrated with
green areas, residential and commercial buildings;
• the Genova’s Port Area, realized during the anniversary of the voyage of CristoforoCo
lombo, who was born in this city;
• the Arsenale of Venice, in which the old buildings of the shipyard are requalified to
obtain workshops for the art activities related to Biennale di Venezia;
• the Science’s City of Naples, located in the old steel-works of Bagnoli.

3 INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN SICILY

The requalification of the IA buildings has interested also the most important Sicilian ci-
ties: Palermo and Catania.

Palermo was the headquarter of a very important furniture factory: Ducrox. It was spe-
cialized in Art Nouveau style, which in Italy is called Liberty. Ducrox had a very large industrial 
building that in the Nineties was refurbished, to transform it in a social and cultural center, called 
the Officine Culturali of Zisa.

At the end of the XIX century Catania became a terminal of sulphur, which came from 
the internal region of the island. So that, a number of refineries were built between the railway 
station and the port. Recently, this area has been transformed into a center for exhibition and 
cultural meeting, called Le Ciminiere, because of the chimneys of the sulphur ovens.

3.1 The rural context

Apart from these very important examples, the relevant part of IA in Sicily is spread in 
rural areas. This is a peculiarity of all Southern Italian regions, compared with the northern ones.

In fact, the Industrial Revolution had a strong impact on the economy of the northern part 
of Italy, to the point of transforming its landscape. On the contrary, in the southern regions the 
mechanization of the work activities was very low.

Although a number of factories were built in the cities, economy remained centred on 
agricultural activities and on the transformation of raw materials. According to this, in the rural 
areas of Sicily, you can find a large number of very big buildings related to this kind of activities.

These buildings cannot be considered as linked to the industrial sector - stricto sensu - be-
cause such activities belong to the handicraft sector, because they had a low level of mechaniza-
tion. However, they can be included in the IA subject, because of their relevance [2].
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It is possible to group the more recurrent activities into the following types.

• Cure of the agricultural products.

The main recurrent type of buildings is the fortified ‘masseria’; this kind of farm was called 
‘baglio’ because it was built around a courtyard, that was surrounded by production buildings. In 
the roofs there were some paths to supervise the surrounding areas, through some slots. There 
often were a pair of little towers in the front of the building. This apparatus had the purpose of 
discouraging brigands. Generally, they are still in use, as private houses, or as little hotels or bed 
and breakfast.

• Use of the sea resources.

To obtain the salt from the sea, Sicilian people used a very complex system of wide and 
shallow tubs: the ‘saline’. In them, the sea water decanted, thanks to the sun. To move the 
water from one tub to another one, they used pumps, moved by windmill. The windmills were 
also used to mill the salt, before selling it. Windmills and tubs make the landscape of the saline 
factory area very particular and interesting. In fact, the former are a touristic attraction and the 
latter make the best environment conditions for migrant birds. Some years ago, the local autho-
rity planned the ‘salt road’ to preserve this very particular place and landscape.

• Production of goods.

In many Sicilian areas, the work of clay is a rather recurrent activity. In the past, a number 
of quite large factories, was equipped with a Hoffman oven. This kind of factory generally has 
two parts: the tunnel baking and a series of sheds for the collateral works (to mix the clay, to 
form the bricks, to dry the elements and so on). Nowadays some of them have been reused for 
cultural activities, in fact the oven tunnels are particularly suitable for art exhibitions.

4 REALIZATION OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITY

In the last years, the Local Authority has carried out a number of interventions in the field
of the IA, that are very interesting. In conclusion, two of them will be shown, as examples.
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4.1 Tuna Factory of Favignana

The Tuna Factory, or ‘tonnara’, of Favignana (fig. 2) is one of the most important examples 
of IA in Sicily. According to the migration of tunas, a large number of these buildings was built in 
Sicily, for fishing. They have a large number of common points, according to the codified metho-
dology to catch and preserve the fish [3].

Favignana is a little island located few kilometers off by the western coast of Sicily. The 
Tonnara was built in 1840 by Vincenzo Florio, who belonged an high bourgeoisie family of Paler-
mo. They carried out a number of business in various sector of trade. The Tonnara consist in two 
poles: the first one related to the fishing of tunas; the second one is related to the treatment and 
preservation of the fish.

When this kind of fishing was suspended (in the Sixties) the building was bought by the Re-
gional Authorities. They arranged there a Museum Center, thanks to the plan of Stefano Biondi. 
The building works started in 2000 and were completed in 2008. The refurbishment had three 
goals: preserve the building from the pathologies; preserve the memory of the fishing of tunas; 
obtain a cultural center for various activities [4].

The new complex is composed by several units; the main of them are the following: 

• the antiquarium, which is located in the stores;
• the multimedia art installations, located in the carbon coke deposit;
• video-documentation in the salt deposit,
• Conference hall in the Gallery
• Exhibition of fishing tools in the deposit for boats.

Figure 2: Tuna Factory of Favignana (Italy-Sicily):  
A - main front of the building; B - model of the entire complex;
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4.2 The Mineralogical Park of Grottacalda and Floristella

The central area of Sicily, in the eighteenth century, was an important center for the
production of sulphur. Mines were far from villages and cities, because they made the
surrounding areas sterile and uncomfortable. So that miners lived isolated and formed 
a closed community, with their rules and traditions, sometimes different from the other 
parts of the country [5].
The production of sulphur had been influenced by wars, epidemics and growth of the
chemistry industry …. During the second decade of the twentieth century, the Sicilian 
sulphur was outclassed by the American one. In fact, there was possible to use a different 
technology, invented by Herman Frasch, which was impossible to introduce in Sicily. 
Thanks to this technology, USA produced a cheaper and high quality material.
Because of that, Sicilian mines became obsolete in a short time, even if their activity was 
carried on until the Fifties, thanks to the help of the central Authority.
To preserve the memory of this activity, the Sicilian Authority decided to transform in a
mineral park one of the most important site: the mines of Floristella and Grottacalda 
(fig. 3). The park extends in a vast area of 267 hectares, between the archaeological 
site of Piazza Armerina and Enna. Thanks to a large number of facilities and tools of the 
mines, still visible, as wells, furnaces, Gill’s ovens, it is possible to understand how the 
production cycle of the sulphur worked [6]. The owner of the mines, a rich, noble family, 
had a villa there, which is another attraction point of the park.
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Figure 3: Mineral Park of Floristella and Grottacalda (Italy- Sicily):  
A - villa of the owner; B - sulphur furnace.
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ABSTRACT

The paper deals with the theme of the relationship between “new”, “old” and place in 
architecture. Particularly, it deals with the relationship between “new” and “old” in the project 
of re-construction of the urban form of settlements, situated in peculiar natural contexts, ruined 
because of abandonment or natural disasters.

The reasoning is divided in two parts. The first part is dedicated to the explanation of the 
approach, based on specific ideas of “old” and “place”.

The “old”, in its condition of ruin, is conceived as “unfinished” form, available to be com-
pleted and re-interpreted, capable at the same time to suggest new forms and make them 
meaningful, rather than only as a “relic” to be restored according to its original configuration. 
The condition of incompleteness, typical of the ruin, is considered as a potentiality, as an extraor-
dinary opportunity of “re-foundation” and reconfiguration of the form of the building or the city, 
according to its morphological and spatial structure, rather than only as a matter of methods and 
techniques of restoration and adaptation of its buildings and spaces to the new inhabiting needs 
as well as to new possible uses. This is what we call the “virtuality” of the ruin.

Regarding the “place”, it is considered, above all, for its physical/geographical features, for 
the natural form of the ground conceived as “etymological root” of the built form of the city. The 
forms of the ground, their topology, can suggest orientations, measures, rhythms. They can be 
described by using the same categories used to describe the architectural space. When an archi-
tecture, a building or an urban settlement, establishes a good relationship with a site, it exalts 
its natural features, making them meaningful and transforming it in a “place”; at the same time, 
the natural features of a place confer a character to the built forms of architecture, that become 
significant through the relationship with them.

In the second part of the paper, this relationship between “new” and “old” and between 
them and the place is described through the illustration of the analytical and design case study 
of the abandoned ruined village of Anavatos.

Keywords:  new and old, virtuality of ruin, city and nature, forms of the ground, abandoned 
cities, re-construction of urban form
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1 ARCHITECTURE AND THE EXISTING FORM

The relationship between architecture and the existing forms, the built forms of old arti-
facts as well as the physical forms of places, is for different reasons one of the central questions 
of our work today.

On one hand, the increasing necessity of preserving and enhancing the local identities 
against the global homologations focuses attention on the cultural and historical heritage in ge-
neral and particularly on the architectural and landscaped heritage of our territories. This atten-
tion is positive insofar it is capable to confer new meaning and value to the heritage, by renewing 
its relationship with the instances of our time rather than limiting the action to a meaningless 
conservation, aimed just to keep the heritage in its current state. This is true above all for the ar-
chitectural heritage, both ancient urban settlements and buildings, whose value is strictly linked 
not only to their presence and “images” but also to their use.

As it was for the architects of the past, our task is not only to “restore” in order to preserve 
but also to “renew” in order to confer a new meaning, a meaning connected, of course, to hi-
story and memory but also, at the same time, to the new values and aspiration of our time. This 
is the great lesson of architects like Leon Battista Alberti, Karl Friedrich Schinkel or Hans Döllgast.

On the other hand, we realize that the beauty of our old towns and architectures is also 
due to the relationship that they establish with nature, namely with the physical form of the site, 
its geographical peculiarity, and that it is above all this deep relationship that transforms a site 
into a place. Indeed, when architecture recognizes and assumes the constitutive features of a 
site, that is the characters that define its natural identity, and represents them through its built 
forms, it exalts and “monumentalize” them transforming the site into a place.

This is what Heidegger means when, assuming the paradigm of the bridge to explain the 
relationship between building and dwelling, he maintains that “a place comes into existence only 
by virtue of the bridge”, that is by virtue of architecture when it recognizes the vocation of a site 
- in this case a precise stretch of the river - and expresses it by means of its built forms. 

This is the lesson of all our ancient towns - the Italian and Mediterranean ones - that rise 
in peculiar natural conditions. This is the lesson of all those architectures that make the natural 
forms of a site meaningful and expressive, becoming meaningful in their turn.

The landscapes that we consider as heritage to be protected and valorized are often the 
result of fitting and adequate relationships between forms - the forms of nature and the forms 
of cultivation, the forms of nature and the forms of architecture - so we can say that the identity 
of a place is basically defined by them.

This point of view is based on the centrality of form in architecture, namely on a morpho-
logical approach interested not so much to its figurative and stylistic aspects but rather to the 
syntactic “structure” underlying them.
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2 ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN “NEW” AND “OLD”

Apart from the aspects linked to the history and memory that give them the value of 
“testimony”, the old buildings and cities, that for different reasons stopped serving, are first of 
all forms, even if destroyed because of the passage of time, abandonment or natural disasters.

In a “romantic” perspective, the ruin can be “self-sufficient” and “self-referential” because 
of its “charm” of timeless object. But at the same time, since it is a built form, it evokes the form 
it was as well as other analogous forms.

In this “formal” perspective the ruin is seen and assumed as an “unfinished” form capable 
to suggest a morpho-typological and spatial structure; an “unfinished” form that can be comple-
ted and reinterpreted according to this underlying structure. This is what we call the “virtuality” 
of the ruin, that is its potentiality to become a significant part of a new form, a form that evokes 
the existing one together with the forms of all the other building that belongs to the same type. 
Within this way of conceiving the project of restoration, it is important the relation between 
the old part and the new part, a relation of complementarity and necessity where the old part 
“explain” the new part and vice versa and together they contribute to define the new form ac-
cording to the formal structure suggested or simply evoked by the ruin.

The recognition of this formal structure makes it possible a relation of “continuity” with 
the existing forms without the obligation of “repetition” of their figurative aspects, opening the 
analytical and design processes to the fruitful “territories of analogy”.

Rather than being only a “relic” to be restored according to its original configuration, the 
ruin, thanks to the relation with the new part, assumes a new reason and come into a new life 
through a process of “re-construction” of its form.

This approach is also valid for urban settlements reduced to ruin for different reasons. 
Also in this case, the condition of incompleteness is considered as a potentiality, as an extraor-
dinary opportunity of “re-foundation” and reconfiguration of the form of city, according to its 
morphological and spatial structure, rather than only as a matter of methods and techniques of 
restoration and adaptation of its buildings and spaces to the new inhabiting needs as well as to 
new possible uses.

3 ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ARCHITECTURE AND PLACE

The relationship between architecture and place is here intentionally “reduced” to a re-
lationship between forms, that is between the built form of architecture and the physical forms 
that connote a place. In this perspective the place is considered, above all, for its physical/geo-
graphical features, for the natural form of the ground conceived as “etymological root” of the 
built form of the city, namely as a “matrix” capable to play a syntactic role in the conformation 
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of the urban structure.
The forms of the ground are the most stable forms of the nature. They have proper formal 

and topological characters that can be described using the same categories used for the archi-
tectural form and space. They define “open” and “closed”, dilated and compressed, convex and 
concave spaces as well as they suggest orientations, measures and rhythms.

According to this condition we can say that the physical structure of a place has, therefore, 
a constitutive “original” spatial matrix.

To each formal variation of orography corresponds, therefore, a topological condition, a 
“natural place” connoted by specific spatial characters. The recognition of these characters con-
stitutes the fundamental act of “individuation” of a place; their consideration in the architectural 
design allows to establish a “structural”, syntactic relationship with it. Through this relationship 
the project “explains” the place, making its characters manifest through the forms of architectu-
re, which become “significant” in turn.

Architectures that assume a paradigmatic value in the foundation of the places teach us 
that the forms of the ground are always capable of accommodating, suggesting, or even indu-
cing a system of meaningful relationships. They teach us that starting from the recognition of 
the characters expressed by the forms of the ground, by their spatial “vocation,” the project can 
strengthen and express them by choosing a corresponding settlement principle.

In this perspective the relationship between place and architecture becomes a “virtuo-
us” relationship. The possibility of establishing a founding relationship between the forms of 
architecture and the forms of the ground, on the basis of their respective characters is, in fact, 
a significant opportunity for both the place and architecture. For the place it is the opportunity 
to clarify, affirm or reinforce its identity; for architecture the opportunity to find in the place, as 
well as in its own theme, the reason for its forms.

4 THE RE-CONSTRUCTION OF THE URBAN FORM OF ANAVATOS

The settlement of Anavatos constitutes for us a paradigmatic case study for the virtuality 
of its “unfinished” form - typical of the ruin-, available to be completed and re-interpreted, and 
for the potentialities linked to the extraordinary beauty of its territory, characterized and qua-
lified by its suggestive presence. Abandoned by its inhabitants after the failed uprising against 
the Turks and the subsequent massacre of 1822 and become for this reason a symbol of the 
historical Greek-Turkish “question”, the settlement is object of attentions and studies as well as 
proposals of intervention aimed not only to its conservation and protection but also to its reuse 
for cultural-touristic purposes, related to its historical and landscape values.

Until now all the actions, defined and carried out in the field of restoration, have been 
directed toward these shareable objectives with a “conservative” approach. Instead, our point of 
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view has imposed us a more “radical” approach, interested to inscribe the different “technical” 
actions, necessary for the conservation, protection, safety and enjoyment of this heritage, into a 
project capable to “rewrite” and renew the urban form of the settlement, to strengthen its iden-
tity by establishing a meaningful relation with its morphological and spatial structure.

Starting from the conviction that the reuse is the only way to preserve by the effects of 
abandonment this kind of artifacts, the value of which is not so much linked to that of the single 
building but rather to that of the set of buildings that constitute them, namely to their mutual re-
lations and to the relations established with the place, the theoretical aim of the work has been 
the identification of a principle of intervention that allowed us at the same time to establish a 
relation of “continuity” with the forms of the city, with the settlement and housing “traditions” 
that defined them, without giving up their interpretation. The identification of this principle is 
achieved through an analytical “inductive” process - based on “intuitions” whose validity has 
to be demonstrated by the project - aimed to the knowledge of the constitutive characters of 
the forms of the settlement as well as to the recognition of the underlying syntactic structure, 
capable to describe and explain them. They are elementary, unadorned, archaic forms, not very 
interesting from the stylistic point of view, but their intimate relational structures - sometimes 
even complex - are capable of suggesting, also because of their condition of “suspension” and 
incompleteness typical of ruin, possible new fruitful interpretations.

4.1 Analysis and interpretation of the urban form

In Anavatos the “grammars” and the “syntaxes” of the urban form are strongly condi-
tioned by the physical form of the ground. The settlement rises up on the top and the eastern 
side of a steep and majestic rocky spur; it is firmly “anchored” to the physical form of this spur, 
in a natural environment connoted by extraordinary orographic and landscape characters. It is 
composed of three urban parts, clearly recognizable through their different morphological cha-
racters, expression of the different inhabiting and building traditions that produced them.

The first part (Acropolis) corresponds to the original nucleus. Built for defensive purposes, 
it occupies the top end of the spur and shows the typical characters of a fortified citadel. Its 
walls reinforce the efficient natural defense system consisting of the cliff and define the limits 
of the urban construction that over time has compacted and “thickened” itself within them. 
Although it is the most damaged part, because of the diffused collapses, its urban structure is 
still recognizable. It is based on an elementary system of paths that innervate a compact and 
dense urban fabric, arranged according to the slope of the ground and hierarchized by the two 
main monuments, the Church of the Archangel or Taxiarchi and the so called Triorofo. This two 
“primary elements” seem to express and summarize the two typical topological/morphological 
conditions of all the buildings of the Acropolis, determined by their position. The Taxiarchi rises 



56

4th International 
Conference
“The Importance of 
Place” 
Sarajevo, B&H

up at the center of the citadel, on the edge of the highest part of the spur, above a basement that 
rectifies the ground; like a castle, it dominate the whole settlement and its territory. The Trio-
rofo (literally three-floors building) is built along the edge of the Acropolis and for this reason it 
makes part of the ring of the urban walls. It seems to grow downward, in search of solid rock on 
which be grounded; its upper floor is placed at the level of the little square of the Acropolis and 
it accommodates the church of Panaghia; the other two independent lower floors are accessible 
from the outside of the citadel, through two different paths laid out along the escarpment, and 
they housed the school and the oil mill. For its form and proportions, this building looks like a 
tower or a buttress, in congruence with its position.

The metaphor of “concretion” well describes this part of the settlement, both for its featu-
re of mono-material mass “engraved” by the paths and for the way in which it binds to the spur 
on which it rises up, “encrusting” itself with its rocky material.

The second part (Mesochori) lies on the eastern side of the spur, less steep and better 
exposed than the western one, along the path that climbs the gate of the Acropolis. Unlike this 
one, which is a typical “closed” city, the Mesochori shows the settlement and morphological 
characters of an “open” city: its limits are not categorically defined and its urban fabric is less 
compact. It is organized by urban “islands”, namely by aggregative units that refer to a common 
space, arranged upstream and downstream of the central path that climbs the Acropolis and 
connected to it by a system of secondary paths.

Finally, the third part (Neochori) develops in contiguity with Mesochori, along a branch of 
the main path, in the lower and less steep part of the eastern slope. It consists of a set of scatte-
red houses, arranged at the upper part of a system of terraced vegetable gardens. Its fulcrum is 
made up of the recent church (Nea Taxiarchi), which currently is one of the urban “strongholds” 
of the entire settlement, marking its end towards the north, at the opposite side of the Acropolis.

The form of Anavatos, the form of its parts, is cleverly linked to the “form of the ground”, 
namely to the form and material of the spur on which it rises up, whose steepness and rough-
ness suggested/induced a principle of settlement that provides for the presence of “fragments” 
of nature (in the forms of rock banks or empty natural intervals) inside the city, which combines 
wisely the natural form of the steep ground with the constructed form of the buildings.

Nature is always present inside the city, not only through the views, oriented or panora-
mic, open toward the surrounding landscape, but also through the physical forms of the rocky 
ground that, in its natural or molded state, emerges in the urban spaces (in the empty intervals 
between the building units or along the paths) and is incorporated into the stonework and even 
into the domestic spaces of the houses, in the form of basement, stair or laying plan of walls 
or floor slabs. So much so that it can be argued that the rock is, with the cubic volumes of the 
houses and monuments (built with the same matter of the rock), one of the elements of the 
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composition of this settlement, one of the constitutive elements of its form.
This urban structure, defined by an apparently casual composition of spaces and archi-

tectures, by a disordered juxtaposition of “solids” and “voids”, seems regulated by the settle-
ment and spatial principles of the classical Greek city, expressed by Auguste Choisy in the chap-
ter of his Histoire de l’Architecture dedicated to the “Greek picturesque”2. Alberto Ferlenga 
describes it well in his illustration of the project of Dimitris Pikionis for the Delphic Centre, clearly 
inspired by those principles. As for the Greek city, which assigns to the relation with nature a 
syntactic value in the process of definition of its form, also for this project “it is the place, with 
its topographical peculiarities and its historical ancestries, that dictate the settlement choices”. 
At first glance, the elements of the urban composition “appear as the structuring figures of an 
urban settlement consisting of a succession of spaces and architectures, apparently piled on 
each other, within which the physical links seem without any rule. Only upon closer inspection 
one realizes that the rules are of a different type, they establish relations at a distance thanks to 
the role of the path, the carefully calibrated views and a geometry based on optical cones rather 
than on regular grids. [...] The urban nature, denied in its conventional aspects, reappears in the 
variable combination of a catalog of fragments highly evocative as well as closely related to the 
topographical and geological nature of the place. In the small settlement [...] the rocks and the 
unrectified ground become, like the buildings, part of the urban composition. Within this com-
positional process the void takes the role of the main character. [...] The track of the paths, the 
‘clearings’ that reveal the irregularities of the ground, the succession of spaces aimed to change 
the view of the visitor and the space at the top, they are all part of its various declinations”.

In my opinion, this masterful description of the project by Pikionis expresses a settlement 
and topological condition which is constitutive of the idea of Greek city. At Anavatos this con-
dition is most evident in the Mesochori, where it reaches its maximum expression. Here the 
settlement principle of the urban “islands”, which implies an idea of “open” city, and their ar-
rangement seem to have an intentional correspondence with the topography of the main rocky 
outcrops whose position along the slope coincides with the unbuilt natural intervals between 
the “islands”. On the topological level an articulation of compressed and dilated spaces is de-
termined; the first, internal to the “islands”, are defined by the masonry walls of the buildings; 
the second, between the “islands”, are characterized by the presence of the “rocky walls” of 
the spur. The space of the road that climbs the Acropolis summarizes this topological condition, 
as it is characterized by a sequence of different spatial “sections”, now closed and compressed 
between the vertical walls of the buildings, now open and oriented towards the spaces of nature 
upstream and downstream of the path.
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4.2 Hypothesis of re-construction of the urban form

The abandonment has had two effects on Anavatos: it has favored the preservation of its 
original features but at the same time it has also activated inevitable decay processes that have 
partially compromised the integrity and intelligibility of the urban form. The goal of the volu-
metric reconfiguration of the settlement, achievable through focused interventions of re-con-
struction and re-completion of the damaged buildings, is certainly valid since it is useful to the 
recovery of its urban identity as well as to the return of life.

But in our opinion it is not enough. Simultaneously it is necessary to deal with the problem 
of redefining the “frame” of the urban spaces and individuating the new “strongholds” of the 
renewed urban form. This goal should be achieved through the identification of a settlement 
and morphological principle capable to combine the construction of new buildings, necessary to 
the “re-construction” of the urban form as well as to the new uses, with the purpose to reaffirm 
and enhance, through the new forms, the relation with the natural forms of the ground and with 
the complex topology of the place, relation on which the identity of Anavatos is founded. Since 
the areas of crisis of its form seem to coincide precisely with the “edge” areas, our project focus 
on the redefinition of the limits between the urban parts and between them and the spaces of 
nature, both inside and outside the settlement. At this aim, the construction of “strongholds-bu-
ildings” become meaningful as they are capable to interpret and enhance the “open” structure 
of this “city-nature”.

Therefore, according to this purposes, the project is divided into the following parts: the 
new Cultural/Welcome Center; the “diffuse” Hotel; the open air Museum of the village. Each of 
them corresponds to a specific goal in relation to main goal of the renewed form of the village, 
as well as to a specific function.

The new cultural/welcome center has the role of defining the edge of the Neochori down-
stream and northward, as well as the arrival to the village. It is composed of two parts, in rela-
tion between them: the system of terraces, that create a new pedestrian access to the village 
and accommodate in their underground spaces the new museum, and the main building of the 
“diffuse” Hotel, that accommodate all the welcome facilities. The first system, which lies on 
the existing vegetable gardens, is made of retaining walls that, through constant changes of 
direction, follow to the ground slope, regularizing it. The volumes of the terraces contain the 
spaces of the museum, characterized as spaces excavated within the solid mass of the ground 
and connected between them by a system of ramps and stairs that evoke the forms of a molded 
ground. The external planes of the terraces, paved or green surfaces connected between them 
by ramps and stairs, define a path that climbs to the main path of the village. A stone tower signs 
the connection between the two paths.
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The main building of the “diffuse” Hotel is conceived as a stone cubic volume arranged 
and dimensioned in relation to the church of the Neochori in order to define at the same time a 
little square and a “stronghold” capable to sign the limit of the village northward.

On morphological and spatial plan, both the parts of the new Cultural/Welcome Center 
have the role of compacting the formless settlement of the Neochori, currently made of scatte-
red buildings without significant relations between them.

The “diffuse” Hotel is the function we thought to assign to the Mesochori, the unique 
possible use suitable to the form and conditions of that part of the village. The project of its mor-
phological and volumetric reconfiguration is based on two different actions: the reconstruction 
of the collapsed stone volumes of the single dwellings and the design of two new urban units 
in correspondence of the northern and southern edges of the part. These two urban units, or 
urban “islands”, are conceived according to the settlement and spatial principles that govern the 
form of the existing urban units and considering the arrangement of the existing cells involved in 
the new units, that suggest the principles. So the northern unit is defined by the presence of a 
linear courtyard, arranged orthogonally to the slope of the ground, open downstream, towards 
the valley, and upstream, towards the rocky ridge. The space of the courtyard is divided into 
small terraces, necessary because of the slope of the ground, from which it is possible to access 
to the housing units. While the southern unit, situated just under the Acropolis, near the gate, is 
more compact and defined by a sequence of small courtyards, closed within the urban fabric of 
the unit itself and arranged at different levels along a tortuous path made of stairs. In this case, 
the relation between the internal spaces of the courtyard and the external space of nature is 
assured by narrow vertical “windows” defined by the walls of the houses. 

These two new urban “islands”, together with the reconstruction of the single collapsed 
volumes, have the role to clarify the structure of the Mesochory and strengthen its formal iden-
tity. The result of this operation is appreciable in the new urban elevations that reveal a renewed 
expressivity of the village.

The building system used both for the new buildings and for the reconstruction and con-
solidation of the collapsed ones is that of the reinforced masonry system, that is a building tech-
nique based on the use of block of artificial stone, assembled with lime mortar and steel clamps. 
The size and color of the rubbles of the artificial stone, obtained from the stones recovered on 
site, give to the masonry surface, kept exposed, a texture similar to that of the ancient walls, 
made of mortar and irregular stones.

In order to make the space of the recovered dwellings suitable to the new function, we 
conceived a small self-supporting box, formed by a light steel cage and wooden panels. This box 
contains all the primary facilities (toilets and kitchen) as well as all the technological equipments. 
A small staircase lead to the upper bed area.
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Thank to its modularity, the box can fit all the cells, despite their different sizes, geometries 
and relations with the form of the ground. Like a box in the box, this structure is autonomous, it 
doesn’t interfere with the shell of the main stone box as well as it doesn’t modify its nature. The 
autonomy between the two boxes is well expressed by the isolation of the internal box in respect 
to the load-bearing walls of the external one. The idea of this solution is well represented by the 
famous painting by Antonello da Messina, entitled “San Girolamo nello studio”.

An analogous solution is adopted for the new cells. In this case the box is more complex as 
it contains a little inhabitable space between the toilets and the kitchen.

The third part of the project regards the Acropolis. Considering its conditions of ruin as 
well as its symbolic and historic value, we decided to maintain it in its current state as a open 
air museum of the village. According to this decision, the aim of the project is to improve and 
make safe the fruition of the place through itineraries, steps, ramps, stop areas and viewpoints. 
The two monuments which dominates the Acropolis, the Triorofo and the Taxiarchi, are restored 
with the aim of accommodate temporary or permanent exhibitions.

5 CONCLUSION

Anavatos is a “difficult” city to inhabit for the contemporary man. Accessible only by foot, 
it imposes slowness of movement and essential gestures. The “easy” hypothesis to keep its state 
of “uninhabited” city and valorize it through its total “museification”, supported by the “charm” 
of its ruins and by their evocative value related to the memory of the historical events, has been 
rejected from us on the basis of the conviction that its beauty is not exclusively linked to its 
“solitude”. Or rather, it is linked not only to the “solitude” determined by the state of abandon, 
but also to the constitutive “solitude” inherent in its condition of suggestive “isolation”. This 
condition of “island within the island” is determined by its particular topological relation with 
the place, a kind of hidden “territorial room” - a secret and isolated “internality” - delimited by 
the surrounding mountains, in the middle of which the settlement rises up, enhancing its natural 
forms and making them meaningful.

Even if it was developed in the extemporaneous context of a workshop, our project try 
to show our tension toward this interpretation of the settlement, its forms, its spaces and its 
place. The challenge, accepted and re-issued by it, is to confirm the expressive relation of reci-
procal correspondence between the settlement and its physical context, a “virtuous” relation 
that enhances rather than confuse the identity of the respective forms, the artificial ones of the 
first and the natural ones of the second; it try not to compromise the topological and volumetric 
conditions that govern this relation and, at the same time, to create the necessary conditions 
so that life, in all its forms and manifestations, can return to Anavatos and experience again its 
“poetic solitude”.
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ABSTRACT

The term “Protection of Monuments” is characterized by a contenious broadening during 
history.

The expansion of the concept of the historic monument took place worldwide with the 
adoption of “The International Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and 
Natural Heritage” in 1972.  By recognising and encouraging the equivalence of architecture and 
nature the concept of the cultural landscape was created as the highest and most comprehen-
sive category to date.

An important impetus to the concept of the cultural urban landscape was given by the so 
called “Vienna Memorandum” – a paper adopted within the UNESCO conference on the topic 
of “World Heritage and Contemporary Architecture” held in Vienna in May 2005. The “Vienna 
Memorandum” can be seen as the first step to look to a city in its entirety and contemporary ar-
chitecture. Based on this paper, in November 2011, the UNESCO’s General Conference adopted 
the “Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape” – the first such instrument on the his-
toric environment.

The contemporary approach of Urban Heritage Management corresponds with the “Smart 
City Concept” - the current megatrend in modern town planning. The goal is an integrated city 
development with regard to climate and environment with active and mitigating measures. The 
European Commission started the Initiative on Smart Cities in 2010. In Vienna the Smart City 
concept was launched in 2011. 

In a first approach it seems that both concepts – the Cultural Landscape and the Smart 
City – strengthen each another. But in practice there are problems caused by technology and 
human. Several examples show: Being a World Heritage site means assuming responsibility for a 
future oriented urban development in the sense of being a Smart City but as much responsibility 
for the historic heritage. 
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Already in the last contribution to CICOP, four years ago, the author stated that three 
mainstreams (“megatrends”) in protection of monuments and sites can be seen:

1. In the field of industrial buildings
2. In the protection of contemporary architecture
3. In the discovery of the cultural landscape
Meantime we have to aid a fourth category in town planning, which sometimes stands in 
contrast to the classical concept of protection of monuments and sites, i.e.:
4. The smart city policy

The historic development

The term “Protection of Monuments” is characterized by a contenious broadening during 
history.

Since the romantic era, in about 1770, when protection and restoration of monuments 
became a scientific field of work during the entire 19th century, protection was related to the 
single monument only. 

Not earlier than at the beginning of the 20th century the “Heimatschutz” (“Homeland”) 
movement emphasized the value of the historic ensemble and the landscape and led to the first 
important broadening. But in practice monument preservation after World War II caused by 
the big destructions continued to be primarily involved with the individual monument and its 
reconstruction. It was only in the 1960s, following global developments above all the model of 
the French Loi Malraux that the world of architecture discovered the ensemble in a modern way 
i.e. as an important factor in the quality of life.

It was also in the 1960’s that terms such as “industrial archaeology” or “everyday culture” 
became part of ordinary language. A broad public discovered that the part of its environment 
that was worthy of preservation was made up not only of churches, palaces and civic houses, but 
equally of factories and worker dwellings, of barns and alleys of wine cellars. 

It was only at the end of the 1980’s, taking a Dutch approach as the model, that modern 
architecture was systematically included in monument preservation, giving additional stimuli to 
the involvement with the interdisciplinarity between the old and the new. In Vienna it has been 
the so called Haas-Haus (opposite of St. Stephans cathedral), a new construction of a ware house 
built 1985 - 1990 by the architect Hans Hollein or the renewal of a part of the Hofburg castle, 
the so called “Redoutensaal” wing, in a contemporary way by the author after a big fire in 1992 
which caused heavy public discussions. – Meantimes both of the interventions  have become the 
status of a “monument”.

However, the greatest expansion of the concept of the historic monument took place wor-
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ldwide with the adoption of “The International Convention concerning the Protection of the 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage” in 1972. By recognising and encouraging the equivalence 
of architecture and nature and the significance that attached to both, not only were historic gar-
dens included in monument preservation, but in addition the concept of the cultural landscape 
was created as the highest and most comprehensive category to date. 

The concept of the cultural landscape does not mean that international monument pre-
servation has reached the end of its development. The most recent discussions on the nomina-
tions for the World Heritage show that worldwide there has been an increase in the importance 
of what are known as intangible values, i.e. values that ultimately are not bound to “matter” 
– to architecture or the landscape. And nevertheless, precisely such values can be essential ele-
ments of the identity of a nation or an ethnic group. In explanation, as an example it should be 
recalled that the nomination of the historic centre of Vienna to the UNESCO World Heritage list 
was also based on the ground that Vienna has been recognised as the European capital of music 
since the 16th century. However, where previously such intangible values were only recognised 
by the World Heritage Committee alongside other values, there appear to be indications of a 
change in approach. As early as 1982, as part of the first UNESCO World Culture Conference in 
Mexico City, the demand was raised for a “broadened concept of culture” that basically defined 
everything created by man as culture, and hence included ways of life, world images, traditions 
and religious or other convictions. The continuing globalisation and the penetration of the cultu-
res and technologies of the industrialised nations into the most remote regions have created an 
awareness of the vulnerability and the risk of the irreversible loss of many forms of traditional 
knowledge. The recognition of these traditions and the respect of cultural variety to which it is 
testimony is expressed in the UNESCO programme for the protection of the intangible heritage. 
As early as 1989, UNESCO adopted the Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Cul-
ture and Folklore, followed in 1997 by the establishment of The Memory of the World Register of 
UNESCO, a list of the major historical documents of the world, which includes works such as the 
original score of Ludwig van Beethoven’s 9th Symphony kept in the Berlin State Library.

Heritage and Contemporary Architecture 
(The “Vienna Memorandum” and the “Historic Landscape”)

The continuing broadening of the concept of the historic monument, however, also in-
volves risks. Architects and urban planners in particular, just like politicians, fear a fixation on a 
tradition that leads to towns and villages becoming mere museums. In this context, reference is 
made in particular to the UNESCO conference on the topic of “World Heritage and Contemporary 
Architecture” held in Vienna in May 2005, attracting over 600 participants from 55 countries of 
the world. The Vienna Memorandum adopted within this conference clearly states that in a city, 
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notwithstanding all the responsibility for the architectural heritage, if it wishes to “live” and con-
tinue to develop, there must also be space for innovatory developments and exciting architectu-
re. Based on this so-called Vienna Memorandum the 15th General Assembly of States Parties to 
the World Heritage Convention, held at Paris Headquarters last October, adapted an important 
Declaration on the Conservation of Historic Urban Landscapes. The “Vienna Memorandum” can 
be seen as the first step towards the coexistence of historic and contemporary architecture. The 
major precondition was the positioning of the concept of the “Historic Landscape” as the focal 
point of considerations and strategies. The issue is not so much that of the individual monument, 
but rather the overall character of a town. The 31 items of the Vienna Memorandum summarise 
the guidelines and indications that ultimately serve to secure a general level of quality. For this 
reason, a holistic consideration of a living historic urban structure requires both a responsible 
urban planning that respects the preservation of the historic heritage as one of its starting points 
and, in particular, an interdisciplinary discussion and mutual understanding between urban plan-
ners, architects, historic monument preservers, sociologists, economists, investors, politicians 
and so on. The Vienna Memorandum encourages the scientific investigation of the status quo 
and the long-term analysis of proposed interventions as essential elements of relevant urban 
planning. Historic buildings, streets and squares, parks and gardens – and of course industry - 
determine the character of a town. At the same time, however, contemporary architecture is to 
be recognised as a necessary and integral part of a historic urban landscape that points to the 
future. 

The Smart City Concept

The term “Smart City” was first established in the 1990s and initially focused on infor-
mation and communication technologies. As the environment and climate protection became 
more important, the definition changed more and more to mean a sustainable, technologically 
forward-looking concept of city development that protected resources.

The concept of a “Smart City” is an approach to integrated city development that meets 
current scenarios with regard to climate and environment with active and mitigating measures. 
On the way to becoming a Smart City, Vienna focuses strongly on the social aspect, differentia-
ting itself from other cities and giving itself orientation room for all programmes and projects in 
the city with the Smart City Vienna framework strategy.

In 2010, the European Commission started the European Initiative on Smart Cities as part 
of the SET plan. The goal of this initiative is to support cities and regions that want to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 40% by 2020 by using and producing energy sustainably. The focus 
is climate protection, energy efficiency and the associated fields of activity: energy production, 
transport and buildings.
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The following global challenges will be met actively by the Smart City:
- Climate change 
- Urbanisation 
- Increasingly scarce resources
- Globalization 

The Smart City Vienna initiative was launched in 2011. The primary goal of the Smart City 
Vienna framework strategy is to maintain and increase the high quality of life in the city and to 
dramatically reduce consumption of resources. By 2050, greenhouse gas emissions should be 
reduced by 80% per person based on 1990 levels. Innovation in different areas and technologies 
are seen as an engine for achieving this goal. The fields of activity for Smart City Vienna highli-
ght major impulses for quality of life (environment, health and social inclusion) and innovation 
(education, business, research/ technology/innovation), as well as four core areas (energy, mobi-
lity, buildings, infrastructure) with regard to resources. In combination with mid-term goals until 
2030, the long-term time horizon of 2050 of the Smart City Vienna framework strategy makes it 
possible to continually review progress towards goals and adapt any adopted measures.

At the core of Smart City Vienna is a broadly-conceived, open stakeholder process in which 
different interest groups, including public and private bodies, administration, research institu-
tions and companies, regroup to discuss different topics and develop new approaches together.

Resume and Perspective

In a first approach it seems that both concepts – the Cultural Landscape and the Smart City 
Concept – strengthen each another. The idea to look from the point of protection to a City in its 
entirety seems to be a good basis for sustainable City development. Today a City must be based 
on ecology, economy and a social equivalence. The goal must be to higher and keep the quality 
of life for our children. And: Protection of monuments and sites is part of the quality of our Cities.   
So, where are the problems? As usual the problems arri-
ve on one hand side by technology and on the other hand side by human.  
As an example of practice: We would heavily destroy architectonical heritage following the 
usual advices of thermal insulation. We do not speak about the “big” monuments as the-
re are palaces, castles and so on, the more about the simple historic town houses which 
shape our cities essentially. Vienna has a building stock of about 35.000 houses of the time 
of the “Gründerzeit” (1859 – 1914). If we would hide the architectonical décor of these hou-
ses behind thermal insulation materials, Vienna would not be any more Vienna. So we have 
to develop other methods. As one concrete example could be mentioned the Liechtenstein 



70

4th International 
Conference
“The Importance of 
Place” 
Sarajevo, B&H

Palace in Vienna, with its outstanding baroque facade. The restauration, realized 2007 - 2012   
by the author’s Architectural Office, Wehdorn Architekten, did not touch the facade but by 
using several other technical interventions, the palace is listed as “Green Building” today.       
As usual the danger of human activities is much worse than technical requirements. The concept 
of a town landscape in context with the idea of a smart city is used sometimes by developers for 
their own interest. Once more an example of practice from Vienna: Already the inscription of the 
historic centre of Vienna in the World Heritage List in 2001 led to turmoil: the height and size of 
the so called “Wien-Mitte” urban development project on the edge of the buffer zone had been 
heavily criticized before the nomination. At this time the problem was solved by changing the 
project, that means above all reducing the height of the buildings. Just at the moment another 
urban development project close to the Centre of Vienna – on the so called “Heumarkt Area” 
– designed by a worldwide famous architect   endangers the World Heritage Status of Vienna 
because of its height and its volume. On behalf of this project Vienna was set in the last session 
of Unesco, in July 2017, on the so called “red list”, the list of endangered monuments…

The example shows: Being a World Heritage site means assuming responsibility for a fu-
ture-oriented urban development in the sense of being a Smart City but as much responsibility 
for the historic heritage. 
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Figure 1: Vienna, The Historic Centre, World Cultural Heritage since 2001 (©City of Vienna).



73

4th International 
Conference
“The Importance of 
Place” 
Sarajevo, B&H

Figure 2: Vienna, The Historic Centre, World Heritage, Red – Core Zone  
(appr. 1.600 buildings, 3,7 km² area), Blue – Buffer Zone (appr. 2.950 buildings, 4,6 km² 

area),  (©Wehdorn Architekten ZT GmbH, Vienna).
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Figure 3: Vienna, The Historic Centre, bird’s-eye view over the Belvedere and the 
Schwarzenberg Palace with their gardens and the Monastery of the Salesians.  

Note: About 50% of Vienna’s area are green zones (© City of Vienna).
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Figure 4: Vienna, The so called “Haas Haus” one of the first contemporary architectures in 
Vienna, built 1985 – 90 by the Architect Hans Hollein, opposite of St. Stephan’s Cathedral  

(©Wehdorn Architekten ZT GmbH, Vienna).
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Figure 5: Vienna, Hofburg Castle, the so called Redoutensaal as an example for the interdisciplinary 
between the old and the new. The Redoutensaal wing is going back to baroque times, last historic 
intervention 1893 by the architect Ferdinand Kirschner, burned out 1992, new intervention by the 
architect Manfred Wehdorn, paintings by Josef Mikl. Since 2017 - with an additional interior – used 

temporary for the Parliament (which is in restauration).
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Figure 6: Vienna, so called Wien-Mitte, urban development at the periphery of the World 
Heritage zone, project by the architects Ortner+Ortner, Neumann+Steiner, Lintl+Lintl, built 

2007 – 2013, heavily criticized during the nomination period  (© beyer.co.at, Vienna).
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Figure 7: Vienna, so called Heumarkt Area, urban development project at the periphery of the 
World Heritage zone, designed by the architect Isay Weinfeld. A serious danger for the World 

Heritage Status of Vienna (© Wertinvest, Vienna).
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ABSTRACT

What makes a place important? What makes it recognizable, distinctive, and unique? How 
can we as architects, urban planners or landscape architects design a recognizable, distinctive 
and unique place? How can we create identity? And, do we really need a designer to create im-
portance of places? Aim of the following considerations is to find some answers to these ques-
tions.

The following article is structured in two main parts: The first chapter describes three 
dimensions of spatial identity, interpreted from a landscape architect’s perspective. Based on 
these dimensions, a process-oriented design approach is presented, which interprets landscape 
transformation as a cycle with abstract and concrete as well as issue-oriented (functional) and 
site-oriented components.

In the second section this place-making approach is exemplified by three different types of 
places respectively landscapes: urban places, consciously designed as a part of the complex ur-
ban fabric, vernacular landscapes, designed without a designer mostly in rural areas and hybrid 
places or landscapes in peri-urban zones such as infrastructure landscapes. Even this relatively 
young type seems to miss any identity and seems to be one of the biggest design challenges of 
today.

Keywords:  Place making, identity, landscape design, vernacular landscapes, hybrid land-
scapes
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1 Creating spatial identity – a process-oriented design approach

Every space designed and used by humans has physical components, visible and measu-
rable features and non-physical, immaterial qualities. According to John Montgomery’s theory, 
three dimensions make up the sense of place: its “physical setting”, with its respective scale, 
spatiality and materiality, its use or stimulation by humans (“activity”) and the “image/meaning” 
which includes the history and symbolism of the location (Carmona et al., 2010, p. 122). This 
model is based on other, similar approaches, such as Kevin Lynch’s “sense of place” or the place 
or location as a function of activities, physical attributes and concepts (Lynch, 1981, p. 131), an 
approach that can be applied particularly well in planning and designing a situation. According 
to Montgomery, the sense of place is consequently structured somewhat more freely and under-
stood as identity.

The three factors that confer sense or identity, the existing physical setting, the activity 
and the image/meaning,  with their various subaspects , are also the fundamental topics dealt 
with via the design process.

The physical setting and image/meaning play a significant role in shaping the context, whi-
ch provides a basis for the development of the concept.

The concept links the image/meaning of the place with the planned activities. It is fre-
quently somewhat removed from the physical conditions of the place in the sense of an ab-
straction. The composition is developed from the concept, in the form of a spatial-design sub-

Figure 1: Dimensions of identity.
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stantiation, which then ultimately finds its physical/material expression in the construction and 
Figure 2: Key components of design thus helps to define the (new) context.

Context, concept, composition and construction are the key components of design in 
landscape architecture, regardless of the type, scope and scale of the planning task. They are the 
intermediate results of a process consisting of the steps of designing (narrating), composing (in-
venting) and constructing (shaping). This process ends by positioning the design, which initially 
means the appropriation and physical integration into the context as well as the interpretation 
by the user. For the planner, this phase provides monitoring and evaluation opportunities.

1.1 Context

In landscape architecture, the context represents a key component of the design in all its 
complexity, regardless of how and the extent to which it is ultimately considered in the final de-
sign. Depending on the planning objective and approach, the consideration of the context ranges 
from the contextual draft, a method expressly aligned to the local contexts, through to the con-
scious negation of the context in individual or multiple aspects. Context has many dimensions, 
from local to global, and many layers, such as political, historical, cultural, social, economic and 
natural context (Carmona et al., 2010, p. 47 71).

Figure 2: Key components of design.
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1.2 Concept

The design-methodological path from context to concept, the design, involves the discus-
sion of meaning(s) and includes important planning steps, such as analysing and evaluating the 
place in the relevant context, the planning of objectives and the statement of potentials in the 
form of general principles or visions for future developments, often summarised with a guiding 
principle, which expresses the core of the concept, similar to a title. As is the case when tel-
ling a story, the concept contains descriptive, judgemental, interpretative and newly developed 
sections.

The concept is the first and abstract intermediate result in the design process at the level 
of structural ideas or principles for various problem areas. It can be illustrated in different ways 
depending on the type and scale of the planning task. The range of opportunities extends from 
thematic analysis diagrams to a formulated general principle and target system, through to typo-
logies in scenic images and storyboards similar to scripts.

A multitude of analytical, evaluation and planning methods are available for examining 
the place or context and the path to the concept. Various structural or typological approaches, 
methods and tools, which have predominantly been developed for the urban context by town 
planners, can be used for the concept development itself and its transition to the next design 
level, the composition.

1.3 Composition

The term composition can be defined as the interaction or coming together of system 
and design (Engel, 2002, p. 65 et seq.) and/or content (originating from the concept) and form 
(leading to the construction). As a substantiation of the concept, the composition integrates 
programming, physical, technical and design qualities without being restricted by these quali-
ties. Rather, it integrates these qualities into a system that also permits personal perception and 
interpretation (Steenbergen, 2008, p. 17). In this sense, the composition is the spatial creation 
in the design process and the invention of a spatial arrangement based on the concept. The de-
sign step from the concept to the composition includes, -similar to a system configuration , the 
arrangement, for example, the tiering or layering of selective, linear, two-dimensional or spatial 
elements (Loidl, Bernhard, 2003, p. 14 et seq.), the linking of these elements and the invention 
of a spatial context. Just as a technical invention is aligned with the conditions, this structure is 
aligned to the context and  similarly  provides effective approaches to the relevant task. Though, 
a composition in landscape architecture generally does not represent a static spatial structure, 
rather, it has a dynamic process-related character and contains variable or developing compo-
nents.
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1.4 Construction

Construction stands at the threshold to the further substantiation of the composition and 
its implementation in reality. According to the classical Vitruvian quality criteria, which the con-
struction must bring together, namely function or utility, pleasing form or beauty as well as tech-
nical durability and reliability, (Schegk, Brandl, 2012, p. 512 et seq. and Carmona et al., 2010, p. 
71) nowadays perhaps in the sense of sustainability, constructing primarily refers to shaping, or 
materialising, dimensioning and connecting modules and parts to form a useful, stable structure. 
The construction, especially its space-defining surface, is to an extent the monitor, the screen, 
for the underlying composition and the concept. At the same time, it is also part of the physical 
context.

The design methodology approach could end at this point, with the implementation (po-
sitioning) of the construction in the established context. However, an integrated planning and 
design approach requires another, fourth phase, which connects the construction with the con-
text as the starting point and closes the design process cycle. The construction, in the sense of 
the surface of a newly created topography, is analogously positioned as a contribution to the 
context. This means, it is used, integrated into the physical and non-physical context and must 
prove itself. It is evaluated and interpreted by users and planners with regard to functionality and 
its capacity to please, importance is attributed and it is given an image, so it becomes part of the 
narrative. The construction, as an expression of composition and concept, shapes the identity of 
the place and becomes part of the context and/or redefines it.

Figure 3: The design cycle.
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 The model of identity as a synthesis of contextual, conceptual, compositional and con-
structive factors can be seen as the centre between abstract and concrete and between site-o-
rientation and issue-orientation. In this framework context is the most site-oriented component, 
in the middle between abstract and concrete. The concept is the most abstract part balancing 
between site- and issue-orientation. The composition -standing between abstract and concrete- 
represents the most issue-oriented component and the construction bridging between site- and 
issue-orientation the most concrete (Fig. 3). 

2 Urban, vernacular, hybrid – places between (functional) performance and identity

Over centuries spatial identities were defined by the contrast between urban spaces and 
rural landscapes, mostly clearly separated by the strong border of a city wall. The connections 
between both, city and landscape, urban and rural space, left the city like radial sunrays through 
different gates into different directions. During the growth of the cities particularly in the 19th 
and 20th century with the technical development of railways and cars as well as increasing traf-
fic, the city walls disappeared, the former edges were dissolved. The radials were connected 
step by step and ring structures were built. The result was a high-performance radial and ring 
system. The ring zones became more and more important and defined a new kind of identity, a 
sub-urban and/or peri-urban zone (Schegk, 2014, p. 23).

2.1 Urban landscapes – places of power and importance

More or less all historical milestones of architecture were created in urban contexts. Mo-
stly they are the expression of political or economic power and importance and the work of 
well-trained and experienced architects. Until today, cities are places of privileged architecture 
and landscape architecture, even though when the power structures have changed (Schegk, 
2015, p. 101).

Coming back to the design approach of chapter 1, we can assert that urban identities 
usually are characterized by complex cultural contexts. Concepts and compositions often are the 
results of design competitions and/or participative processes and follow the ambitious intention 
to create representative, multifunctional and intercultural (public) space. The construction offers 
potentials for innovation, new materials and technologies. The accessibility for people and the 
acceptance of the users are crucial requirements of urban places such as squares, plazas, parks, 
playgrounds etc.
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2.2 Vernacular landscapes – design without designers

Outside the cities, in rural regions a completely different kind of building culture has been 
developped. Cultural landscapes are designed by people without designers, rather in a conti-
nuous process of collaboration. That is the reason why they are described with terms like anony-
mous, peasant, vernacular or elementary. Constructive landscape elements like huts, fences, 
terraces, retaining walls, staircases or water canals don’t represent a certain stylistic period. 
Simultaneausly, they are traditional and contemporary, out of time and ahead of the time. They 
don’t teach us building innovations, but sustainability and resilience. The physical context is 
much more important than the cultural one, concept and composition are based on functio-
nality and sustainability. The construction has to be conformed to the topography and climate 
conditions, materials are local, details are simple and perfectly integrated into their environment 
(Schegk, 2015, p. 102-103).

   

Figure 4: Urban landscape with a particular identity, defined by context, 
concept, composition and construction: Eduard-Wallnöfer-Platz, 

Innsbruck, Austria, designed by LAAC.
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2.3 Hybrid landscapes – places between performance and identity

The third type of landscapes, landscapes of the peri-urban zone, often are influenced and 
formed by infrastructure elements like traffic buildings or energy structures. The design of these 
places, -neither urban nor vernacular-, is a challenging issue in contemporary landscape archi-
tecture, particularly with regard to identity and importance. 

There are two generally different solutions for working with infrastructure in landscape 
architecture: the concept of separation and the concept of integration.

Separation means that mobility and locality are separated as far as possible (Hauck, Keller, 
2011, pg. 27). The traffic building exists as an isolated technical artwork with its own functional 
performance and its own contextless identity.

Under the rubric of integrated landscape infrastructure, three different design approaches 
can be identified: The first one, the ‘harmonization’, attempts the integration of the infrastructu-
re elements into the modernized cultural landscape. The problem of this approach is that the 

Figure 5: Vernacular landscape design based on a functional concept and 
a sustainable construction: dry stone walls in the vineyard ‘La Cotzette/La 

Cochetta’, Valais, Switzerland.
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possibilities for individualized traffic structures with a local identity are rather limited (Hauck, 
Keller, 2011, pg. 28). The second, the ‘transformation’, can be realised if the function of the 
infrastructure elements is changed and offers potentials for conversion. This approach transla-
tes traffic performance into landscape performance and creates new functions and a new kind 
of postinfrastructural identity. Finally, the third one, the ‘hybridisation’, works with the edges 
between mobility spaces and locality. These conflict zones are designed as hybrid spaces betwe-
en fast and slow networks “without completely placating the conflict but to make it tolerable and 
perceivable” (Hauck, Keller, 2011, pg. 28, rough translation).

The design of these hybrid landscapes with its own kind of identity and importance based 
on infrastructural contexts can be estimated as the most challenging approach with a lot of in-
teresting potentials for innovative public spaces with urban movements and uses. We are just at 
the beginning of this development.

Figure 6: Hybrid landscapes: Place under a highway in the peri urban zone 
of Brussels, Belgium.
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ABSTRACT

Jerusalem, as a politically contested city, mirrors the wider Palestinian Israeli conflict.1 
The City is physically divided into Palestinian neighbourhoods and Israeli settlements.  Although 
after the 1967 War the City was administered under a single municipal government, Jerusalem 
remains spatially divided between old city and eastern neighbourhoods that are primarily Pales-
tinian and western city neighbourhoods and east Jerusalem settlements that are Israeli.

Spatial separations are clearly visible and audible in Jerusalem.  Architectural design, lan-
guage, the arrangement and provision of commercial and municipal services, and dress codes 
are some of the sign posts that delineate and augment the physical borders that separate be-
tween neighbourhoods. These sign posts not only publicly communicate the City’s divisions; 
they also publically declare neighbourhood residents’ different political, religious, cultural and 
psycho-social differences. 

This paper will analyse the cultural heritage and landscape in the most religiously and 
historically sensitive place Jerusalem, were conflict is still dominant and agencies of the Israeli 
Government continues attempt to challenge the multi-cultural and universal values of the city 
for the benefit of one dominant party and against diversity. 

This paper will specify the Israeli attempt to legitimize a specific Jewish historical perspec-
tive and justify its control and ultimate political power. Methods of consolidation power and he-
gemonic control through cultural heritage and landscape, archaeology, and spatial domination 
will be presented.  On the other hand Palestinian Muslim and Christian struggle for the protec-
tion of their cultural heritage, space and their living communities in the old and its surrounding.   

Impact on the city and its universal values and the different possible scenarios will be also 
presented.

1 The definition of ‘contested cities’ used in this paper are cities where there is disagreement over 
ownership and political control of the city. United Institute of Peace special report No. 32, “Divided Politics/
Divided Societies”, June 1998
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Introduction 

Jerusalem, as a politically contested city, mirrors the wider Palestinian Israeli conflict. The 
City is physically divided into Palestinian neighbourhoods and Israeli settlements.  Although after 
the 1967 War the City was administered under a single municipal government, Jerusalem re-
mains spatially divided between old city and eastern neighbourhoods that are primarily Palesti-
nian and western city neighbourhoods and east Jerusalem settlements that are Israeli.

Spatial separations are clearly visible and audible in Jerusalem.  Architectural design, 
language, the arrangement and provision of commercial and municipal services, and dress co-
des are some of the sign posts that delineate and augment the physical borders that separate 
between neighbourhoods. These sign posts not only publicly communicate the City’s divisions; 
they also publically declare neighbourhood residents’ different political, religious, cultural and 
psycho-social differences.

Israeli occupation 

On June 28, 1967, the Israeli Knesset passed a law that formally extended Israeli laws, 
jurisdiction, and civil administration over 70 km2 of Arab East Jerusalem and 28 km2  of sur-
rounding  West Bank villages. (See Map The new borders brought within the city a large cordon 
of mostly uninhabited land on the northern, eastern and southern outer fringes of the city. On 
this land, over the next fifty years, extensive rings of settlements were built. The Israeli Ministry 
of Interior issued a special decree dissolving the Jordanian Municipality Council and extended 
the jurisdiction of the Jewish municipality over the entire annexed area (Benvenisti, 1981). Israel 
conducted a census which classified Palestinians as Permanent Residents of the State of Israel; 
Jerusalemites who worked or resided in other countries (such as the many Palestinians who had 
worked in the Gulf countries since the 1950s) were classified as absentees and had no right to 
return to their city. 

Territorial domination 

In addition to these formal political-legal acts, Israel also set in motion a series of policies 
designed to “create facts on the ground”. A two-fold strategy was adopted and implemented 
with great speed and energy. First, as a means of establishing a strong Jewish physical presence 
over all of East Jerusalem, a massive program of Jewish settlement was carried out beyond the 
pre-1967 dividing line. Second, the Israeli authorities sought to maintain--and if possible even 
enlarge--the Jewish demographic majority by encouraging Jews to settle in Jerusalem, while at 
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the same time restricting the migration of Arabs from the West Bank into the newly annexed 
areas of East Jerusalem (Romann and Weingrod, 1991).

*- attached an appendix of data, maps and visuals related to the article 
Following the geopolitical act of annexing East Jerusalem, the Israeli government confi-

scated more than 30,000 dunums (34% of the East Jerusalem territory) of Palestinian land for 
the building of new Jewish settlements. Twelve settlements have been built since 1967 in East 
Jerusalem with a population of 205,220 (JIIS, 2017). In addition, large tracts of Palestinian priva-
te owned land (31,000 dunums, or 7,750 acres) were designated “open public land” or “green 
areas” through zoning ordinances. As a result of the above policies, Palestinian neighbourhoods 
(built up areas and available land for future development) consisted of only 14% of East Jerusa-
lem. Israel imposed a restricted policy on Palestinian construction and economic development 
which led to the emigration of the Palestinians from the city to new areas which had developed 
as suburbs of the city. 

Jerusalem municipal Palestinian neighbourhoods (a population of 317,790 by end of 2015, 
JIIS 2017) can be classified into the following groupings:

o The Old City
o Urban neighbourhoods from the 19th and early 20th   centuries remained in the Eastern 

section of the divided city, e.g., Skeikh Jarrah, Wadi al Joz and Bab Assahire. It is worth mentio-
ning that most of the Palestinians who lived in urban neighbourhood were exiles, as a result 
of the Al-Nakba in 1948: the elite, middle class and educated groups were forced to leave the 
urban neighbourhoods which later became west Jerusalem. The exiles numbered approximately 
30,000 thousand; they had lived in 8 urban neighbourhoods and 39 villages; most of the villages 
were demolished after the war (Amirav, 1992).

o Neighbourhoods developed on villages land where the core village (but not its land) was 
excluded from Israeli municipal boundaries such as Kafr A`qab, Beit Hanina, and  A`nata. 

o Neighbourhoods developed as an expansion of core villages annexed to the municipal     
boundaries or an expansion to the core village. Examples of that would be Silwan, `Isawiya, as 
Sawahira, Beit Safafa (divided village between 1948-1967) and Sur Bahir.

Planning system used for almost 50 years by the state of Israel as a major mechanism to 
advance Israeli political agenda of territorial domination, promoting exclusive Jewish character 
of the city , realize Jewish holding of the land, maintaining the Jewish majority in Jerusalem,  
fragmenting Palestinian space and restricting its development. 
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Open spaces which supposed to be an essential component of planning to respond to the 
needs of the Palestinian community in East Jerusalem are frequently enlisted to further geopo-
litical and national goals.  , 35% of occupied East Jerusalem designated as a “green area” totally 
prohibited for construction including the development of public spaces, institutions, recreation, 
playgrounds and parks, those areas have existing built homes and all under the threat of demo-
lition.

The Israeli municipality of Jerusalem has never actively tended the areas zoned for open 
landscape, no basic preservation and maintenance was initiated (like cleaning, rehabilitation 
agricultural terraces, preventing the dumping of construction waste. etc.)  Areas around Pale-
stinian built-up areas designated as green open spaces, i.e. not available for future expansion 
-- whereas areas around the Jewish settlements are zoned as unplanned, i.e. available for any 
future proposal for change in the land use (Margalit, 2006:37). 

In a neutral planning system this regulation is a requirement to protect the greenery and 
to keep urban open spaces both on the neighbourhood level and on the broader region level.  
However, in the East Jerusalem case this regulation is meant to restrict Palestinian growth and 
development and to isolate and “protect” the Israeli settlements. Wide belts of open space and 
exaggerated “green areas” are imposed on East Jerusalem. Such zones create great fear amon-
gst the Palestinians who plan to build a home only find out that most of their hopes are painted 
green on the mayor’s table. And it should be stressed that these green areas, as far as the Pale-
stinians are concerned, are almost the only land reserved for their future development. In most 
cases these lands are barren, very rocky, and not potential agricultural land. 

The Israeli settlements form loop belts that disrupt Palestinian geographic and demo-
graphic continuity. The Israeli settlements are established to achieve territorial, demographic, 
physical and political control, and at the same time to obstruct the development of the Pale-
stinian land. On the other hand, Palestinian areas have been developed by desperate private 
initiatives of land owners (usually on family land) and small scale contractors, without physical 
plans, or the support and incentives of the central and local governments, and with only limited 
financial, technical, and administrative resources. Experience shows that the so called “green” 
Palestinian areas are used as a “reserve” that will later serve the expansion interests of Israeli 
settlements built in East Jerusalem. In the last decade, there are at least two cases of the so cal-
led green areas being transformed into an area for the development of settlements--Har Homa, 
which was established in 1996 with a total area of 2,523 dunums and a population of 2,925 by 
the beginning of 2005, 18,940 by 2015 , and Rekhes Shu`fat (Ramat Shlomo), which was establi-
shed in 1994 with a total area of 1,126 dunums and a population of 13,888 at the beginning of 
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2005 , 15,070 by end of 2015(Statistical Yearbook of Jerusalem, 2007, 2017). 

 National Parks – State and its agencies 

The Jerusalem municipality approved a local outline plan in 1970 that define area sur-
rounding the Old city Walls as a national park to “protect” the landscape, heritage, archaeology, 
architecture   and other values. The declaration of National Park of the direct surrounding of the 
Old city was made for the first time in March 1974 covering an area of 1100 dunums , at least 
half of it in East Jerusalem  and includes a large built up area in the Palestinian neighbourhood 
of Silwan below the walls of Al Haram al Sharif (Al Aqsa Mosque), this part called Wadi Hilwe in-
cludes today more than 750 housing units and a total population of more than 5000 inhabitants. 

Two years following this declaration a local outline plan was approved an extended to 
includes all visual basin area of the Old city of  the Palestinian neighbourhoods from Jabal Al 
Mukabar in the South to Wadi al Joz in the north and At Tur (mount of Olives) in the East, this 
plan called Ein mim 9 restricted development and define this area as a “special open area” and 
building rights was restricted to improvement of sanitation , the West Jerusalem part of the 
national park was defined as a “special residential area” and constructions was allowed for resi-
dential and public use following restoration guidelines (the Yemin Moshe neighbourhood build 
in 1892 by Montefiore family fund)  (See map)

In Wadi Hilwe the sub neighbourhood of Silwan an archaeological  site called David City 
(biblical them park) is situated, despite the formal responsibility of the National Parks Authority 
on this site the responsibility was delegated to an ultra-national religious settlers group through 
an Non-Governmental organization named Elad (acronym of EL Ir David meaning to the city of 
David), this group has a clear declared strategy to Judaize the surrounding of Old city and establi-
sh David City as a major Jewish heritage hub , this is done with the full political and financial 
support of the State the activity of the group beside managing  the site includes capturing Pale-
stinian houses in Silwan and other area surrounding the Old city calmed as an absentee property, 
establish an information touristic center with a planned cable care connecting  the Jewish Quar-
ter with Silwan and Mount of Olives,  touristic tours for Israeli schools and security forces,  archa-
eological excavation in the few remaining open spaces in Silwan connecting through tunnels the 
Silwan spring down in the valley with the City of David and the Western Wall and Jewish Quarter. 

Elad is reinforcing the Jewish character of Jerusalem using National Park as a platform for 
dissemination its extreme ideology which a completely deny of the Palestinian rights and the 
history of the place including the Roman, Byzantine, early Islamic and even the present existence 
of the Palestinian in the landscape of their Jewish project.  According to Michel Dumper there is 
a major shift in the power relationship to promote Jewish space and narrative.
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“Politically, we can see how settlers and their sympathizer have found positions in key go-
vernment agencies such as the Office of the Custodian of Absentee Property , which has respon-
sibility for Palestinian refugee property; the Israel Lands Administration, which owns the legal 
title of all state land; the Israel Antiquities Authorities, which has jurisdiction over the heritage si-
tes and archaeological excavation; and finally the Israel Parks Authority…… over the past decade 
we have witnessed the emergence of a network linking government funds to settler properties 
and key state offices and agencies. The main result of these activities has been to transform the 
settler movement in Jerusalem from being the outrider of radical Zionism (Religious National 
Zionism) to the vanguard of the Israeli establishment. The settlers’ chauvinistic exclusivist vision 
of the city has become main politics.” (Dumper, 2014)  

 In June 2000 a new National park was declared the Tzurim Valley in valley between the 
Palestinian neighbourhood Wadi Al Joaz and Suwwaneh, 165 dunnum of private and Waqf  land 
was  captured claiming that it will serve also the Palestinian communities in the two neigh-
bourhoods, in the early 1980s  the Israeli Authorities demolished  two historical  building “Qasir” 
a summer palace  build in the late 16th century of Palestinian families whom owned the olive 
grove which became part of the park. The park is not serving the Palestinian need in the contrary 
it meant to block its development on the only vacant land for future development. Additionally 
the Park is physically separated from the Palestinian neighbourhood by wall and fences, restri-
cting their access to their only open space.

Since 2004, with approval from the Israel Antiquities Authority, the site has hosted a 
project for sifting through the soil that the Waqf dumped from Al Haram al Sahrif in 2003 in 
the course of extensive construction work it carried out there. Since the beginning in 2005, the 
project has been run and funded by Israeli NGO El-Ad , the same settler group controlling the 
City of David site.  (Bimkom, 2014) 

Another National Park plan which disconnect two Palestinian neighbourhoods is the 
Mount Scopus Slopes National Park which was approved in November 2013, the District Planning 
and Construction Committee approved the establishment of Mount Scopus Slopes Park, the new 
national park  cover area of 750 dunams of vacant land between the Palestinian  neighbourho-
ods of Isawiyyah and At Tur on the eastern side of Mount Scopus. The park had been in plan-
ning since 2005 and was approved despite the professional recommendation of Environmental 
Protection Minister at that time Amir Peretz. The minister, who oversees the Nature and Parks 
Authority (NPA), recommended that the plan not be advanced, saying he was “not prepared to 
be party to declarations whose goals have nothing to do with the environment”. (Bimkom , 2015) 

The Mount Scopus Slopes Park includes built up areas and cut by the high way connection 
the Ma’ale Adumim settlement and its expansion plan (called E1) with Municipal Jerusalem 
through tunnel.  
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The three National Parks (the Park surrounding the Old City Walls, the Tzurim and the 
Mount Scopus Slopes) form contiguous green open space cutting off  Palestinian neighbourho-
ods from the Old city, restrict their expansion and development on their own private land.  Mo-
reover, the National Parks create an Israeli corroder connecting the Hebrew Universality and 
settlements in the West Bank with the Old City and settlements built in the heart of Palestinian 
neighbourhoods like especially Silwan and At Tur.

Additional National Parks proposed by the Jerusalem Master plan 2020 (serve as a se-
lective guideline plan and yet not fully authorized) includes Sheikh Jarrah an area of 120 dunam 
integrating the settlers outposts in the heart of the Palestinian neighborhood, another proposed 
National Park is Bab as Saharh  of 40 dunams , which are mostly built up area , include the Rocke-
feller Museum and the largest park in East Jerusalem center named after Rockefeller.  Mount 
of Olives National Park is also indicted in the master plan 2020, the park includes the south of 
Suwwanah neighborhood, and Jewish Cemetery on Western slope of Mount of Olives, covering 
an area of 470 dunum, this park is connected to the Old City Walls and Tzurim National Parks. 

Despite the fact that many of the National Parks zoned are not containing any visible ele-
ments of natural landscape or heritage value, which is a basic element of designation space as a 
national park, planning tool of zoning national parks used only in Eastern part of Jerusalem and 
meant to restrict Palestinian built up area and development, fragment the urban contiguity of 
Palestinian neighborhoods, create a continuum Jewish controlled areas of national parks mana-
ged  by extreme settler groups,  and create a Jewish facts on the ground to prevent Geo politi-
cal peace arrangement and to empower the Jewish narrative and to undermine the Palestinian 
Muslim and Christiane present and character  of the Old city and other parts of East Jerusalem.
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Table 1: Palestinian Neighborhoods Population in East Jerusalem, 
JIIS 2017 
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Table 2: Jewish settlements population in East Jerusalem JIIS 2017 
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Figure 1: Jerusalem Municipal Border. 
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Figure 2: Ein Mim 9. 
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Figure 3: National Parks- IPCC. 
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Figure 4:Har Homa Before and After. 
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Figure 5: Rekhes Shufat Before and After. 
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Figure 6: National Parks 2020. 
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ABSTRACT

The lecture deals with the question whether architecture could exist without urban plan-
ning. What is more important: a so called signature building or an urban planning that has hu-
man qualities and focuses on them? First I will talk about the faculty of architecture and urban 
planning at the University of Stuttgart, where urban planning is the basis for the architectural 
design. Our understanding of architecture means that architecture is in most cases part of the 
city. The city with its own spatial qualities has more importance than a spectacular building. 
Some new cities look like an architectural zoo, a collection of very notable building build by star 
architects from all over the world. But is this good architecture and good urban planning? We 
think that this is not the case! We train our students to understand that urban planning comes 
first and then comes the architecture. We want our students to create spaces that define locali-
ties and captivate us with their spatial and tactile qualities.

Secondly I will give some examples from the history of urban planning and architecture 
to show how in former times architects deals with this problem. How do buildings interact to-
gether, how did they form places where we like to stay? What makes places like e.g. the Piazza 
della Signoria in Florence or the Königsplatz in Stuttgart so beautiful? Are the facades of the sur-
rounding buildings more important than the spatial figure of the place or is it the locality which 
thrilled us? These and other questions are to be examined by means of examples such as places 
by architects and city planners Karl Friedrich Schinkel, Jože Plečnik and Le Corbusier. Their differ-
ent understandings of the city and the interaction of buildings are analyzed. Finally, it should be 
discussed how these historical examples can give instructions for the present. 
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SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT in the Renaissance, Francesco Petrizzi - Frane Petric (1529-
1597); La Citta Felice - The Smart City; first text about smart city development in History (Franci-
scus Patricius, Francesco Petrizzi, Petric, Petritz) 

Franciscus Patricius, La Città felice, Venice, 1553. Utopisti e Riformatori Sociali del Cinque-
cento.

Franciscus Patricius, The Smart City, 1553, Utopists and Social Reformators of the Renais-
sance, LA CITTA FELICE - THE SMART CITY.

I. On the nature of man

It is commonly agreed by philosophers that the human individual has two principal parts 
of its being.  One part, the soul, since by all but universal agreement with only a few holding the 
contrary, it is immortal and incorruptible, is alone sufficient to itself, having no need of  external 
help for its maintenance. The other part, the body, being material and composed of weak parts, 
is not alone sufficient for its own conservation, but has need of many external things; first, that 
the soul care for and govern it; further that it not be deprived of what it needs to eat and drink;  
it must also have something to cover it against the cold, the heat, and other qualities of the air 
that can do it harm. There must also be an abundance of all the things whereby the needs just 
mentioned can be acquired:  money, possessions, riches, and the like. And since a human indivi-
dual alone is not able to acquire all of these, but needs the help of others, so it is each one natu-
rally desires and loves the company of other humans and considers this good and useful in itself.  
This affection is no less natural for humans than it is proper for them to be risible.  It follows that 
whoever does not love to associate with and to converse with other humans is necessarily either 
more or less than a human and as the old proverb says is a God or a beast.

From the beginning everything, that arose from the most profound abyss of the infinite 
goodness of God and that was generated in this lower world, suggested the supercelestial waters 
from that abyss, the memory of that good existing in ideal being keeps them avid and thirsty in 
such a way that incessantly and without achieving calm they fatigue themselves in finding waters 
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which pour into this world from above and quell their burning thirst. God has willed as a remedy 
that from that very abyss of his goodness so many streams of that supercelestial water rain upon 
the world as there are species in the universe, so that each from its own stream can abundantly 
slake its thirst. And since humans are more troubled by this thirst than any other creature due 
to their corrupt nature; and since being guided by their blind will, they rarely or never find their 
stream, the stream that flows from heaven more abundantly than for the other species, I have 
thought it over and decided to demonstrate to those who will have the eye and the will to follow 
me how to discover this stream and by it to build a city on which the stream will continuously 
fall, washing the city with it blessed waters.

So I say that humans who desire their proper good just as do all other created things desi-
re it in such a wat that their desire may come to repose and to end, and not be able continually to 
desire something greater, since otherwise this desire would be vain and would go on to infinity. 
Thus this last and highest good in which humans repose is the happiness proper to humans, a 
good than which it is impossible to acquire any greater in this world.

 II. Concerning things necessary to the pursuit of happiness

Now if a human individual should ever possess such a great good and achieve the beatitu-
de proper to humans, this good must be achieved in seven pertinent items: first in the soul sim-
ply by itself; second in the soul to the extent it governs the body; next in the soul as it oversees 
what furnishes the extrinsic needs of the body; fourth in the body itself; fifth in what is necessary 
for the body’s maintenance; sixth, in the instruments providing necessities to the body; last, in 
the time the soul and the body are conjoined.

It was with an eye to these seven items that Aristotle wosely described happiness as acti-
vity in accordance with perfect virtue, without impediment, in a complete life: the first phrase 
encompasses all the virtues: the speculative which per se are only in the soul; the moral, part 
of which involve the body, like temperance and continence, and part extend to what serves the 
body, like liberality, justice and so forth, virtues that fill the soul with every good in the three 
mentioned grades. The second phrase encompasses the three goods pertaining to the body and 
to its appurtenances, since one is without bodily impediment if one is healthy, sturdy, and agile 
for all those actions required for salvation. One is equally free of impediment in what pertainins 
to the body if one has an abundance of what is needed for living, for being clothed, and for the 
other necessities, and likewise does not have an impediment relative to the means providing the 
things named, such as individuals who have an abundance of peasants, of servants, of artisans, 
all of whom furnish food to eat along with clothing, and the other necessities.  These then are 
the three grades having reference to the body apart from the governance of the soul. In the 
third phrase of the definition, which is that in a complete life, is understood the seventh grade, 
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common to the body and to the soul; wherefore one alone can become blessed, whose thread 
of life is prolonged through the whole space of the course of human living; thus if it were cut in 
half, the individual could not in any way come to the stream we have described.

III. Concerning the needs of the soul and those of the body

Whence if we want a human to be able to come to drink of the waters of this stream, it 
is necessary that with all our power we keep whole and tenacious the link with which the body 
remains bound to the soul. This link is usually not broken except either through force which the 
soul applies to break it or through violence which it inflicts on the body, or because it becomes 
rotten in the course of time. But being able to come to the stream of this liberation before a 
human becomes rotten, we shall not speak of the entire matter.  We will also keep silence about 
that which is caused by the soul, happening very rarely and only to the holiest men.  It will be 
our present intention to reason in turn about the things that can obviate that this breaking up 
by reason of the body come about. This can readily be seen if we discuss the things by which our 
life is maintained and of those by which it is destroyed.

It is the opinion of Plato, of Aristotle, and of all the other philosophers and men of me-
dicine, as well as being proven by sense, that a human lives for just so much time as the soul 
remains bound to the body, and the soul remains with the body for however long there  endures 
the link that keeps them close together.  This link consists in the spirits described by our two 
philosophers and by those learned in medicine as the first instruments of the soul. It may come 
about that these spirits are lacking in the body either because they are not generated at all, or 
because they become corrupt after they have been generated. They are not generated due to a 
lack of blood or of air. The reason for this is because they are produced by the most subtle part 
of the blood and of the inhaled air. The air can never abandon us, for if the reed of the lung be 
quite closed, the air is dispersed from the heart through the arteries throughout the entire body, 
as what is drawn not in abundance; and if the man dies in the strangulation, this is not due to 
the total privation of the air, but due to the excessive heat, which comes upon the spirits due 
to the suppression of ventilation. But the lack of blood comes because either the stomach does 
not produce digestive fluid, or, if this is produced, it does not come to the liver which converts it 
into blood; and to examine why the digestive fluid does not move to the liver is the duty of those 
learned in medicine.

But the reason for which the stomach does not generate digestive fluid is twofold: either 
because food is not furnished it, or because it is so distempered that it cannot transform it. But 
let the care of this organ be left to those learned in medicine.  For my part I include in my city 
bodies that are healthy and naturally well disposed.  But it still can happen that they do not take 
nourishment, either because they do not have it, or because it is forbidden to them.  So that such 
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a forbidding be itself forbidden, one can make provision in the laws. For not having it, however, 
the sole remedy is to have it.

 IV. Concerning the things and occupations that are necessary

Thus the city must have food and drink if it desires to live and to be blessed. And because 
humans are accustomed to eat bread, vegetables, or fruit, and to drink wine, or water, or bevera-
ges made by art so as to be able to live and do so without impediment, all these seven things are 
required:  five arising from the earth, and the other two from pasturing, the one being produced 
from the earth and the other from the things born of the earth.  Consequently it is necessary 
to acquire enough territory to be sufficient to produce and to maintain all these in sufficient 
abundance to make it possible to nourish the entire city without any impediment. And since 
land without the help of art usually becomes sterile and unable to produce for a long period of 
time, the need arises for farm workers and shepherds, for agriculture and for herdsmanship. And 
since such activity is very fatiguing and draining, men are required for it who are robust and able 
to endure it. And so that they cannot refuse it due to the hard work, and so that the citizens can 
command them more freely, they need to be slaves. And in order that when their masters are 
commanding them, they do not aspire to oppose their commandments, let them be timid and of 
vile soul, and, as it is said, ‘servants by their proper nature’. And so that what one is not able to 
do the multitude not do by undertaking to rebel against their masters, let there not be kindred 
together, because it is much easier for relatives to agree to an action because of the likeness 
of blood than other people who are of distant lineage. And so that the unsettling discord they 
would not be able to bring about by themselves might not be brought about with the help of 
neighboring people, these also must be like our rural workers in vileness of soul and in the diffe-
rence of blood. Now this is one condition of the men who precede us as they make level the road 
by which we can more readily come to that stream we have referred to.

 And because humans are not accustomed to consume food from grain and vegetables in 
the state the earth brings them forth, nor from meat that is alive or raw, for this reason there is 
gathered together a crowd of millers, of “frangiceci”, of bakers, of breadmakers, of butchers, and 
of cooks who will then bring us what is ready to eat. And since these artisans in preparing these 
things have need of many and various pieces of equipment, behind them will come another 
multitude of artisans, stone cutters, bricklayers toolmakers, carpenters, who proceed to fabri-
cate the things necessary for these others. All these things, from afar or from nearby, concur in 
the creation of the spirits for the remedy of life, against that first defect arising if they are not 
generated.
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 V. Concerning the site of the city

Now I come to the second defect, when, after the spirits are generated, they are disper-
sed. And this usually happens in two ways: either being pure and natural beyond the body, or 
being broken within the body. They are broken within the body due to too much condensation or 
too much rarefaction, or due to a poisonous quality contrary to their substance; or they become 
corrupt due to some other accident. Too great density is usually caused by the cold, internal or 
external. The rarifying likewise comes from heat that is either internal or external. And the poi-
sonous quality is in the same way either internal or external.

But because into a body that is healthy and of a natural and good temperament there 
cannot enter any of the aforementioned qualities if it does not have its principle from the exte-
rior, by resisting these qualities from the exterior we shall likewise resist their production from 
within. We shall bring about, then, a universal convergence between the cold and the heat if we 
establish our city in a place where neither of these two qualities is preponderant and excessive, 
but in a place that maintains a medium condition between both, which is that of all the fourth 
climate with the conjoined parts of the third and the fifth. And because of this, the cities of Ethio-
pia, and those which are too much beneath the Bear, cannot fully free themselves from thirst by 
means of the waters of our felicitous gorge, the excessively intense heat posing an impediment 
to those, and the excessively intense cold to these.

 We shall, then, disdain the peculiar cold and heat of the seasons, winter and summer, 
with the most particular remedies. We shall offer opposition to the cold if we flee to the full 
extent possible the calm and quiet air of the long winter season, the winds, the rains, the snow, 
the ice, from all of which things the walls and the roofs of the houses spare us, as well as the 
covering of clothes.  It is from this consideration there arises our need for more types of artisans 
to produce the houses: the architects, builders, manual laborers, woodworkers, carpenters, kiln 
operators, stone cutters; then to make the clothing, tailors, weavers, wool workers, furriers, cob-
blers, and many others of this sort. The bothersome heat of the summer is avoided by following 
the shade, coolness, and breezes, with little burden of clothing. The shade and the coolness are 
had in the loggias and in the ground level rooms, and the breezes in those places where the wind 
can reach us; and such are the places that are uncovered and open, and to this end, high loggias 
are comfortable. For all these architecture will be employed along with its ministers.

 And so that all the city might be able to have this comfort, let it be in part built upon an 
elevated hill, so that it be more exposed to the breezes; and so that it not to have to face the long 
winter cold in the same place, since in such places it is usually more fierce, let it  also be located 
in part on a plain where the cold cannot have so great force; and a site such as this not only con-
tributes to comfort, but also to the pleasantness of the view, as well as to the defense of the city; 
and because of this Verona is praised in our times and Athens in times past. By not weighing too 
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much, the lightness of textiles protects greatly from the bothersomeness of the heat. And there 
is no one who does not know that silk is less heavy than wool or linen. For this comfort, then, 
we are joined by another band of artisans who have the job of cutting the silk for the use of the 
citizens.  Even if they would be less weighted down by going naked, nevertheless the necessity 
arising from modesty, which is numbered among the moral virtues, urges them to go through 
the summer covered with clothing just as the necessity arising from cold mandates clothing in 
the winter. The exterior poisonousness, just like the cold and the heat, is generated in the air 
more than in any other place. This is nothing other than a destroyed and corrupt condition of the 
air arising beyond its nature, and this is hot and humid, putrid and pestilential.

So by our fleeing this distempered air and what it can bring about, it will not be able to 
cause any harm to our life. The swamp and forests of those trees which keep their leaves, such 
as are the box, laurel, ivy, cypress, tree, and the like can corrupt the air. Likewise closed places 
where the air is quiet and the winds cannot eliminate impurities can make it become malignant. 
The south wind, which is hot and humid, can yet further damage it appreciably; and to some 
extent the wind from the west, since it is in the second place of the same temperature as the 
south wind. If then we want to have air that is healthy and incorrupt and which maintains in us 
life that is in the natural state, we shall abandon places where one or more of these defects is 
discovered. And for the building of our city we shall find sites totally contrary to those we have 
described, For the contrary is the best and the only remedy for its contrary.

So we shall chose places where there are no swamps or other stagnant and muddy waters, 
and places without those forests we have described, and places high and open, and exposed to 
the east wind and the north wind. But because health is corrupted not only due to the above 
described reasons, but by the style of our ongoing life and by the disorders which all bring upon 
themselves and which arise from innumerable accidents that come upon us, which are born 
neither from the cold nor from the heat nor from corrupt air, we need another sort of artisans 
who oppose these evils, with whose help we shall be liberated from the violence of them. Such 
are the physical medical experts, the surgeons and their assistants the barbers, the assistants in 
the baths, and the specialists.

 VI. Concerning the population and its equality

These means that have been described are those by which we can remedy the eating 
away of our vital spirits that comes about little by little. Their sudden dispersing, which was the 
second way they were separated from the body, happens when a man is killed for some reason. 
And that usually comes about due to an enemy who is a citizen, either private or public, or from 
an external enemy, either one a common enemy of the entire city or a particular enemy of an 
individual; or indeed one may be killed due to chance; but we cannot discuss matters of chance 
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in a definite manner because they are superior to our power.
But when speaking of a domestic, citizen enemy I say that the fear of punishment should 

deter him from carrying out his evil intention, and the love citizens have for one another free 
him from the evil spirit. Thus there will not be private enmities in our city if love reigns among 
the citizens; and love is not generated except toward something that is known. So the citizens 
must have information about one another. This is had in a medium-sized and managable group 
rather than in an innumerable one; and even here it becomes more still easy if the group is not 
simply thrown together but distinguished by lineage. This distinction had its first roots in Egypt 
at the time of Sesostris.

Our city, then, should not be filled with an infinite multitude of people, but with such a 
number that they will be able to know each other easily; and to bring this about better, they 
shall be divided on the basis of blood and lineage. And in order that this root of reciprocal love 
grow and come to such perfection that it produces perfect fruit, I will that the people be fed in 
public dinners which will be celebrated at least once every month in accordance with the ancient 
custom of Italus, King of Italy, who put this practice into use before anyone else. Thus let there be 
situated public rooms in public places where these dinners may be celebrated, and let one part 
of the territory of the city be public, the fruits of which may be destined only for this purpose. 
And so that the termites of envy not gnaw at this plant once it has been born and has grown, 
let the surrounding earth be moistened with the temperate water of equality, both in private 
possessions and in dignities; I believe this will prevent the birth of these accursed termites whi-
ch divide the unity of the plant with their bite and finally consume it to the roots, from whence 
follows necessarily its total ruin.

VII. Concerning the laws and the magistrates

But if there were some branch nourished, not from the what we have described as the 
common nutriment of the entire tree, but of its own malignant humor, and as a result would 
want to be harmful to the neighbors, this branch must be cut it off with a blade to remove it 
totally from the company of the others.  And this blade is the fear of the sacrosanct laws which 
we said prohibits the carrying out of the malignity and bitterness of someone’s soul leading to 
damage for others. The magistrates and the judges are indeed the administrators for the car-
rying out of the laws, and from them there will develop a long line of prosecutors, of advocates, 
of procurators, of notaries, of runners, of police, of guards, and other similar people. And such 
are the remedies against private domestic enmities.

But those which give rise to hatreds and enmities with the community and with the uni-
versal peace of the whole city, from which arise brawls, seditions, and civil wars, do not come 
about for any other reason that the people are moved and goaded on by the lust to reign. So as 
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not to have to be fearful of rumors and popular uprisings, let reigning or the governing of the city 
be in the power of every citizen; since one truly is a genuine citizen who participates in honors 
and in the public administration. But because all the citizens cannot be placed in dignity at the 
same time, it is fitting that this be done by turns, and that they rise to the magistracy one after 
the other. And because the health of the entire republic depends on the governors, and is saved 
by their prudence, for this reason those who have to govern the city must be the most prudent 
and wise.

VIII. Concerning the governing of the city

And part of prudence is from nature and part from experience. That from nature is found 
in youths just as it is in those who are older; but that acquired through experience is seen only 
in the old of experienced age, their long age having taught them the management of the things 
of the world.

Those who are older, then, should be elected to the governing of the city, and the youths 
should have the role of being governed, so that they might first learn to be just before they 
themselves have to rule others, since that Republic is happy above all others whose rulers, befo-
re they govern, have mastered being governed. All civil discords and dissensions will cease, then, 
if the fire of youthful ambition will be extinguished by the water of the certain hope of ruling. 
These are the medicines which will purge the body of our city of all its evil humors which can 
bring suffering and pain to any particular member or to the whole.

IX. Concerning the defense of the city and the militias

But how will one of our citizens defend himself from a foreign enemy in his own city? 
Certainly by causing preoccupation by the rigor of the laws against anyone who, being a forei-
gner, would have been eager to perpetrate a an insult carried out in such a way in our city. But 
how will the city be able to protect itself from an enemy army? Without a doubt, with arms; 
but these will not engage in combat on their own, but need men who can manage them, and in 
such men we seek in equal amounts will, heart, and strength to resist the enemies. Heart and 
strength are present from the first swaddling clothes, although sometimes they will grow greater 
due to training and exercise; and they are found to be more robust among youths due to the 
strength of their passion. But individuals will have determined will due to the love of their own 
well-being and of the common well-being of the fatherland.  The love of their own well being will 
incite the citizens to determine to defend themselves provided each will have half their personal 
possessions within the confines of the territory, and the other half closer to the city; because 
many times one who does not have part of what he possesses within the confines would not be 
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concerned to offer help to those who have them there; and meanwhile those who have them 
there would very often come to an agreement with the enemies so that their possessions not 
be destroyed, and from this division of wills the universal destruction of all would necessarily 
follow. But where each would have some concern with the confines, they would resist the enemy 
with united spirit and strength. So that this union be brought about and completely saved, the 
legislator will divide the goods in the aforementioned manner. The love of the common good will 
find spirits ready to oppose the fury of the enemy provided all the defenders will be born from 
the same fatherland. For this reason our city will not bring to its defense mercenary soldiers, but 
will make use of its own sons, who with a more tender love and a more ardent will, will guard it 
like a mother from every external offense and will more willingly expose their lives to death for 
its defense. And from this necessity will be born the armed group of warriors who will defend 
even unto death the land from which they came, and will not be killed by each other like those 
soldiers of Dadmus and Giascone. And so that these generous sons not be able to be oppressed 
in the lap of the maternal home by a superior a multitude of enemies who have come to assault 
them by sea or by land, there must be on hand those professions that have means whereby they 
might be safeguarded.

However if the enemy army would come by land, three things would be needed for defen-
se. The first thing useful for keeping it from coming near the city will be the site of the countrysi-
de, or at least of the confines of the territory - mountainous, rocky and rough, and lacking a great 
abundance of water, but with a sufficient abundance to be enough for the cattle of the locale 
even if not enough for the enemy; so that it would be difficult for a large army to enter there, and 
if it did enter, the torment of thirst would force it to turn back. And if these things were not enou-
gh to get rid of i and it remained there to accost the city, then, so that it would not be able in one 
fell swoop to become the ruler, the barrier of walls would be needed to retard and restrain the 
enemy’s fury. And to prevent the walls from being scaled by light troops or overcome in another 
way, they must be surrounded by a moat.  But so that it not be possible in any way to overcome 
the walls, it would be best to build the city on a site such that on the part towards the land it 
have a high precipice.  And if indeed the enemy were to come near and would try to overcome all 
these difficulties, it would be the job of the warriors to reject it from within. And this is possible 
in two ways: either staying by the walls or going outside: if staying by the walls, either far away 
or close by. From afar there would need to be artilleries, rifles, lancers, and bows. Nearby there 
would be needed for the purpose spear weapons of various sorts, swords and short two-hand-
led swords. And because the enemy can attack for an extended time, the warriors must defend 
themselves continuously from wounds. They can do this with back arms, such as are the body 
armors, the anime, corrasine, giacchi, and the like.  These necessities call to the city a multitude 
of artisans, of explosive makers, of bowmen, of archers, of armsmakers, and of swordmakers. 
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Going out to the countryside, the warriors go by foot or horseback and they either confront the 
enemy from afar or they attack the column from nearby. In the one or other manner, there are 
put to use the same arms as the foot soldiers who still are being used to defend the walls. By the 
horsemen by and large are likewise used the arms that are adept at wounding at close quarters. 
And the horsemen also have their horses; the care of these will entail different kinds of artisans, 
of veterinarians, of armsmakers, of saddlemakers, of horse trainers, and of others.  And all of 
these are the men and the instruments who provide the defense against the enemy by land.

But against those coming by sea (because we are forced, as we shall see, to make our city 
maritime) in part the site and in part the men will guard the city; I want the site of the city to be 
somewhat engulfed, and the mouth of the gulf restricted, and on both its shores a castle built 
that can forbid entry to an enemy fleet. The defense on the part of men then will be either by 
their remaining in the castles and in the city or by defending the walls, or by going out against the 
enemy. And the defense out in the sea cannot be carried out with anything other than ships and 
galleys; the farm workers destined for this will be good for the oars. For the making of the ships 
and of the galleys the city shall be furnished with shipbuilders, oarmakers, ropeweavers, sewers, 
and other similar artisans by which the navy can be outfitted. And the territory will abound with 
lumber suitable for making the masts of such an armada. 

 X. Concerning commerce and religion

Since in wars (most of all when they last a long time) and in other public activities and 
construction there are expenditures requiring adequate funds that cannot be raised in a suffi-
cient amount from the territory alone and from its holdings, it is important that there be some 
individuals in the city who are dedicated to the activity of business and private merchandising, 
and that from this the community, by means of tariffs and fair taxes, might increase its assets 
so as then to be able to meet its needs for expenditures.  And it is not hidden to anyone that 
trade by sea is more valuable and is more easily carried out than is that by land. Wherefore, for 
the greater convenience of our merchants, we will locate our city on the coast; behind it there 
will be located in the opportune section places for the merchants, such as are piazzas, markets, 
stands, stores, and shops. These are not only necessary, but also contribute a great deal to the 
appearance of the city.

Religion is established so naturally in our souls that no human individual is ever found 
who has not established something God, either by the law or by one’s own choice, and does 
not venerate it.  Consequently it can be said in all truth that religion is no less proper to humans 
than is the inclination to live as well as the natural love of living with companionship; thus for 
the satisfaction of all the souls of the citizens there must be in the city persons who will teach 
the divine laws, deal with the mysteries, and by means of sacrifices make the Gods benign and 
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capable of being pleased. Thus let the public build temples and churches where the cult of God 
may be carried out.

XI. Concerning the components and the parts of the city

Now from the preceding discourse one can easily infer that for the constitution of a happy 
city there are required six types of men. And first, the rural workers who go on ahead paving and 
preparing the way which leads us to the pleasant river we have described. The second are the 
artisans who produce for us carriages and carette and manage the horses and the mules upon 
which we make our way to the stream with far less effort on our part. Third are the merchants 
who by their industriousness lighten the road for us, and with their work frequently help us in 
need. Next to these are the warriors who in the face of danger guard with their lives the lives of 
all the others. And after these are the magistrates and those who guide so numerous a multitude 
as they walk toward the pleasant waters of that celestial river. In the sixth place are the priests, 
who by their prayers bring it about that the people depart from the solitude and the desert with 
divine favor and grace, and arrive at the land full of those waters which are even more flavorable 
and sweet than milk and honey.

These six types of men who devote themselves as companions for so laborious and fati-
guing a road, will they all drink of the supercelestial waters? Certainly all those to whom the de-
finition of happiness applies will be filled with those waters and will be happy; but, first, the band 
of rural workers does not exemplify this definition, since they are not free of many impediments 
even though they can live to old age; indeed they spend their whole life in hard labor to make 
it possible for themselves and others to live; due to these impediments they cannot acquire 
the activities and the habits of the virtues that constitute the last step in arriving at beatitude. 
For the same reason, neither will the artisans be among the number of the blessed, passing as 
they do their whole life stressed and occupied to accommodate and free others from labor; this 
so tires and enervates them that they no longer have the strength to ascend the steep and de-
manding mountain of virtue. The band of merchants equally, wandering all their lives through 
the dangerous travails of the unstable sea, abandon the ascent of the of the fixed and immobile 
mountain on whose summit happiness finds its paradise and its delights, of which these three 
types of men suffer deprivation and exile.

The remaining three orders, that is the warriors, the governors and the priests, can live for 
a long time, since necessities are provided for them by the three other orders that have already 
been described, so that with a quiet mind and without the anxiety of procuring food for them-
selves, they can devote all their soul to virtue both civil and contemplative. Wherefore, since we 
want to institute a city that is blessed, because the three laboring orders cannot be clothed in 
the wedding garment nor be seated at table together with those wearing these garments, they 
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will not be recognized among the invited. But they will serve at this banquet, some as cooks, 
others as food bearers, and the third as servers of the knife and the cup.

 My words signify that the order of rural workers, of artisans and of merchants being 
unable for the reasons outlined to be blessed, shall not form part of the blessed city. Conse-
quently they will not enjoy all its privileges, and thus will not be called citizens, since those alone 
should be truly regarded as citizens who will sit at this wedding feast. And therefore preeminen-
ces, comforts and commodiousness will all be theirs, while service, difficulties and labors will all 
be the lot of the others. And if indeed some would want to call them parts of the city, since the 
city cannot exist without them, I gladly will grant them this name, understanding, however, that 
they have such a part in the city as the cultivator of the soil, the server and the house manager 
have in a private house, leaving the place of the father of the family, of the mother, and of the 
children to the priests, the magistrates, and the warriors.

 In summary I will say that our city has two parts, the one servile and miserable, the other 
seigniorial and blessed; and this latter part is properly called the citizenry, as that being in control 
and being the patron of the honors and the preeminemces of the republic.

 XII. Concerning the happiness of the citizens

Now of the three parts which we saw make up the definition of happiness, up to this point 
there has been a discussion only of the latter two, that is, the things that maintain our life for a 
long period, and those that enable us to lead it in comfort and without any impediment. Let us 
turn to the third to see how the citizens can become so excellent in the moral and intellectual 
virtues that with the help of these they can  be happy and drink the waters of the celestial river.

As happiness consists essentially and for its fulfillment in the activities of virtue, if our citi-
zens wish to be happy they must first be virtuous. Now to acquire virtue three things are requi-
red:  the first of these is nature, since the role of human nature is primarily to make me capable 
of virtue. The second is habit, which, directed by reason, cleanses me from the affections of the 
soul, from impurities, from vile and immoral appetites. The third means is reason, since beyond 
habituation, reason often produces conviction about some things that are better than those 
done due to long-established habit. The first is entirely from nature, while the second is from 
the range of the laws.  In the third both have a hand. This is due to the fact that the goodness 
of the reason is partly a gift of nature and partly comes from habit acquired from the sciences 
as ordered by the legislator. The legislator must, if he aspires to lead his people to happiness, 
take into account the human soul and know that it has one part that is of itself reasonable, and 
that of this very part one component is practical and the other speculative; and of that part 
which is by its nature deprived of reason, there is one component apt to obey reason, and in this 
component are located all the human affections. And beyond that he keeps in mind the quality 
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of earthly things and sees that some are necessary, some are useful, and others honest; and he 
has concern for the states in which our life continuously revolves and these are either leisure or 
work, or peace or war. And being obliged, according to our presupposition, to bring his citizens 
to happiness, which is our highest good, it is fitting that he chose the better of all these things 
and in this see their end and their repose. But he must not neglect other things, but proceed step 
by step through these to the best and most perfect fabric. Of the powers of the soul, then, the 
most important and sublime is the speculative; there is need that he be steadfast in this; having 
first exercised his citizens both in the active reason and in that part where all the affections of 
our soul have their seat.

Still with regard to the quality of things let him be concerned with directing his people by 
laws and customs, proceeding through the necessary and useful to the honest, which are placed 
in the highest and most prominent place. In the states of life, similarly, let him instruct them prin-
cipally for leisure and for peace as for the better states, not, however, neglecting to accustom 
them to work and to war; so that according to need they might be able to busy themselves with 
war and with other occupations in order to finally gain peace and repose.

For this he will accustom them more to honest things than to those that are useful; and 
more in the virtues which are proper to peace than in those of war; and most of all in those 
which are important in both conditions, such as is prudence, justice, temperance, and the like, 
than in those of one state alone, and love to make them more speculative than practical. And 
according as a human is two-fold, body and soul, so the soul is again two-fold, rational and irra-
tional; and as the body is made for the soul and is prior in time to it, so the irrational, which is 
mixed with the body, serves the reasoning part, and is first put in operation, in contrast with the 
reasonable part which is the ultimate human perfection. But it is fitting that the giver of laws, so 
far as he can, first care for the body of his citizens, and then for the soul. 

XIII. Concerning the generation of children

The body has its origin from being generated. Because of this he [the legislator] will un-
dertake to oversee generation. And since children come into life due both to the father and the 
mother, it is incumbent on the lawgiver to turn his thought first to them, so that, as they join 
together to generate the child from the seed of the father and (according to medical men) the 
seed and the blood of the mother, there is need that it be healthy and excessively warm, even 
if it not be the seed of both and the blood of the mother. The reason for this is that any effect is 
equal in quality to that from which it comes. The seed will be healthy if it comes from a healthy 
body, and likewise robust if from a robust body; and that is robust which is in its natural state, as 
warm as it can be, and this is when the man is in the condition, the flower of his age, which in 
the man is from thirty-five to forty-nine years and in the woman from eighteen until forty. Even 



128

4th International 
Conference
“The Importance of 
Place” 
Sarajevo, B&H

though women are capable of generating from the age of fourteen up to fifty, nonetheless the 
blood and the seed before the age of eighteen are very weak and humid due to tenderness of 
age, while after forty they becomes quite cool. Likewise in the man the seed is better at the age 
mentioned than in that which precedes or follows it, even though he too is capable of generating 
from fourteen up to seventy years of age.

So the men and the women of our republic are to marry one another when they are of 
such an age. And for the same reason let them unite for the generative act in that specific time 
when their natural heat is not debilitated as it is during summer, but rather highly condensed as 
it is during the winter; likewise when the man is not preoccupied with other bodily functions as 
he is when he has completed the first stage of digestion. The reason for this is that when he is 
engaged in these, he can less attend to the other. It is the same when he has finished all three 
stages and is overly lethargic because then his body is famished and the moisture emptied from 
the vessels in which heat reposes as in its proper bed.

Since nutrition is the restoration of our substance that has been consumed by the heat, 
and since the embryo after conception is nourished by the same nutriments as the mother, let 
her eating be strictly regulated by the law so that what she eats will not harm the offspring’s 
members but rather can be useful to their health and strength. Moist and warm foods of light 
confection and high nutrition are generally of this nature. And as we have said, since the little 
child must be born healthy and robust, both for its own sake and for the service of the republic, 
and since these effects proceed from a natural and powerful warmth, as the mother nourishes 
the child she should neither diminish her own well-being nor increase it in excess, nor should 
she weaken it by becoming melancholy or idle, nor should she overstrengthen it by too much 
work.  Let the legislator make use of the laws to direct pregnant women to visit churches very 
often; this is an activity that does not involve too much bodily activity, something that could be 
harmful to the conceived child, and it enhances religion and devotion to God, without whose 
grace nothing is good. This exercise also gives women an opportunity to see this and that in the 
city, to get rid of bothersome thoughts, and to be good-spirited. 

XIV. Concerning the raising of children

Among other things that are essential after birth, a little child should be given nutriments 
in such a way that its tender little body not be harmed. This will be the case if the child is given 
soft food and such as is easy to digest; and nothing can be found better than milk for this. Among 
the things useful for life, for health, and for strength are those which conserve heat and keep it 
active; these include having the child experience the cold in a moderate way. The reason is that 
the heat, beset by its contrary, activates its efficacy with greater force, and is not left to languish 
from idleness.  Weeping also activates heat to a great extent. These steps are maintained for the 
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governing of the child until the time when it is five years old; and from then until seven, the child 
should become accustomed to hear and see things required for the perfection of the body and 
of the soul.

Exercise is required for the body. Toward this end let there be games established in the 
city, where the citizens, according to the orders of their age, get exercise; and let them all be 
games of free men and, as we say nowadays, of a gentleman. All those games that do not render 
the body inept for the exercise of virtue will be of this type. This is the extent to which the legi-
slator can contribute to the well-being of the body by establishing obligatory customs. 
 

XV. Concerning the education of the children

Likewise he (the legislator) can assist the soul and to lead it to its full development by 
keeping it from it the road that leads to vice, or inciting it to enter the steep path of the harsh 
mountain on whose summit virtue maintains the paradise of its delights. The way of vice is bar-
red every time he prohibits the youths from seeing and hearing vicious and dishonest things by 
the fear of a great penalty. And so he keeps them from seeing lascivious pictures and from hea-
ring comedies and other similar poems, and even more from reciting them, so that their simple 
and pure souls are not stamped by such an ugly and damaging impression, which, since is the 
first, can never be removed. He does this by punishing publicly in gatherings or in the piazzas 
either with damning words or with stripes those who, being in the age of manhood, have in the 
presence of children either said or done something dishonest or something else less than prai-
seworthy which could contaminate their souls. He will then incite them to enter into the way of 
virtue, with fear of the penalty of vice, and with the hope of that glorious prize which virtue rou-
tinely gives to those who have arrived at its paradise; and this is the supreme pleasure and the 
supreme contentment one can have in this life. For the intellectual virtues one must be aware 
that since all our knowledge begins from the senses, or from the axioms born together with our 
soul, the way to speculation is opened by hearing or sight (the senses most noble from among 
all the others, because the others owe more to the body than to the soul) or by understanding: 
by hearing, listening to music, by whose sweetness the soul is moved and is raised in desire to 
know the reasons, both proximate and remote, for such a melody; by seeing beautiful creatures 
similarly there arises in it a desire to know how the parts that are the source of such beauty are 
fitted together, and who is its maker. And to this end let the legislature lay it down that music and 
painting be taught publicly to pour into the breasts of the children such desire.

And just as these two senses represent their images to the intellect by which they are 
then brought to completion, so philosophy, in which the intellect expands the wings of its forces, 
leads to perfection the desire which has been born in the soul of man due to music and beauty. 
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This is deposited in books nowadays, and from these our children can learn it better than from 
elsewhere. But since there is need to do this, they have to know grammar. So this subject must 
be added to the two already mentioned for the children to be endowed with.

But I say that beyond the need the soul has of these three things to arrive at perfection, 
they are additionally very useful for many things, both public and private, since painting can 
serve for numerous important designs for the city and for each private individual. There is need 
for grammar on many occasions both special and ordinary, as in the development of the laws, in 
announcements through letters, as well as others. Music equally is very useful to excite, to calm, 
and to create longing in our soul. This is because the Frigian music warms the soul and fills it with 
excitement; the Lydian makes it tranquil and relaxed; the Dorian puts it in a middling state; the 
Hypolydian, finally, makes it melancholy and sorrowful. And if indeed these types of music nowa-
days are not known among us, even so they can deeply move our soul (as is proven every day). 
And there are some which by their effects are somewhat similar to the ancient ones; the French 
to the Frigian, the Neapolitan to the Lydian, the Lombard to the Dorian. But since the mean is 
always to be preferred above the extremes, since virtue is located in it, it would be better for the 
children first to become habituated to the Dorian, or in its stead to the Lombard which stands in 
the middle of all, to establish the soul in this middle state.

Beyond this, since happiness is our highest good and every good causes gaiety and joy in 
us, so happiness does not keep us in sorrow and sadness, spirited and joyous. Music will be the 
best means for this; and so among those already blessed, who are not children, it will be well if 
all of sorts of music are adopted, in meetings, in public feasts, and in private dwellings. 

XV. The most adored city of the world

If our city will be such as we have described, it will be able most abundantly to relieve the 
thirst and to be sated with the waters that will fall upon it from that blessed stream. This city in 
its greatest height, elevated among all the other cities of the world and placed in the sight of all, 
will be venerated by them, and adored, and implored to deign to dip its finger in the saving wa-
ters of its happy stream and to bathe their mouth, burned and thirsting, with a drop as a comfort 
to their miseries.

Franciscus Patricius, La Citta Felice - The Smart City, Venice 1553
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ABSTRACT

The presentation will be focusing on the Urban Toolbox - an applied research approach 
that examines challenges and potentials of cities across the globe; from urban development 
without institutional assistance; congested infrastructure; lack of resources; and exclusion 
through policy. The individual Tools for reading these contemporary urban conditions, patterns 
and processes are deciphered and extracted from real-world’s best-practice and worst-practice 
case study examples located in cities across the globe.

The Urban Toolbox and its research process platform named City Action Lab, engages the 
real world and attempts to provide a set of Tools compiled in a Toolbox in order to give better 
understanding of the existing conditions and derive operational and practical knowledge in order 
to provide a largescale, conceptual framework of integrated architectural and urban solutions in 
cooperation between stakeholders (NGOs, policy makers, and industry partners).

Finally, as part of the Reactivate Sarajevo pilot project, the presentation will show the 
critical assessment of the inherent problems and potentials of the city, ultimately aiming to con-
struct a unique conceptual framework within which new urban typologies and prototypes can 
be proposed.

INTRO

Since the turn of the century, for the first time, more than 50% of people live in cities. Whi-
le cities only cover 2% of our planet’s surface, they are responsible for the majority of greenhou-
se gas emissions and energy consumption. Until 2050, it is expected that 2.5 billion additional 
urban dwellers will be added to the global population. 

[United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2014). 
World Urbanization Prospects: The 2014 Revision, Highlights (ST/ESA/SER.A/352).]

 These processes illustrate a need for urban designers to rethink the fact that in the past, 
our profession largely ignored how the majority of human beings live. For decades, the focus 
has rested comfortably on the aesthetic paradigms of wealthy countries; collectively, designers’  
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books, magazines, and projects have mostly gazed above the socio-economic equator. Not only 
has this limited our field’s creative palette, but it has depleted our field’s legitimacy. If designers 
and architects are to improve cities and impart meaningful strategies to subsequent generations, 
we must begin to look for news paradigms with a creative curiosity.

Urban form cannot be reduced to the physical space as cities are the result of social con-
struction under the influence of technologies, culture, the impact of experts and accidents. Un-
concluded urban processes respond to political interests, economic pressure, cultural inclina-
tions, along with the imagination of architects and planners and the informal powers at work in 
complex adaptive systems. Current urban phenomena are the result of an urban evolution. The 
facts stored in urban environments include contributions from its entire lifecycle. That is true for 
the physical environment, but also for non-physical aspects, the imaginary city that exists along 
with its potentials and problems and with the conflicts that have evolved over time. Knowledge 
and understanding along with a critical observation of the actions, processes and policies are 
necessary to perceive the diversity and instability present in the contemporary city.

The urban environments of Latin America, Asia, and Africa, and the recently impoverished 
and shrinking North American and European cities cast doubt on the traditional notion of city 
growth as self-contained and rational, born of the logic of the functional organization of space. 
Fast-growing cities in the developing world and shrinking cities in the developed world present 
us with two faces of the same coin.

The rule is what we have documented over the last decade in the cities: urban develop-
ment without institutional assistance; congested infrastructure; lack of resources; and exclusion 
through policy. Cities, whether deliberately or not, are moving toward a less formal, more flexi-
ble order. It is therefore critical that designers recognize that informality provides a largescale, 
conceptual framework of cooperation between stakeholders (NGOs, policy makers, and industry 
partners) and architecture and urban design professionals. Such cooperation would establish a 
global agenda of an open-design framework that accepts cultural, social, and ideological diffe-
rences. Thus, we must shift the emphasis of contemporary architectural practice and education 
from a form-oriented to a process-driven concern.

The authorities often imply outdated and un-adapted urban policy frameworks. The re-
sults of such policies are too frequently catastrophic. As underprivileged communities are often 
constructed in the least favorable areas for formal development - such as land with extreme 
slopes and weak soil resistance or areas subject to seasonal flooding or earthquakes - they are 
at permanent risk.

On the other hand, cultural gaps and differences largely remain in place and impede a 
productive flow of information, skills, and development within the knowledge transfer processes 
between the ‘developing’ and the ‘developed’ world.
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In the work of the Urban-Think Tank Chair of Architecture and Urban Design, a trans- 
disciplinary team are being trained to respond to the named challenges and foster the export 
and import of ideas across the hemispheres.

A re-orientation within the architectural profession is necessary for it to incorporate the 
developing world into our understanding and definition of urban studies. It is necessary that 
this exchange of ideas is a two-way bridge between the developed and the developing worlds. 
Successful change comes from a collaboration between international expertise and local know-
ledge. It is essential to remain connected to the most advanced solutions and technologies.

Our experiences have taught us that architects, urban designers and landscape planners 
must become advocates for the people and active agents of change. But that change must come 
accomplished thoughtfully and carefully, one step at a time, so as to be viable and durable. We 
strive to bring citizens in their cities closer together, to create a greater sense of individual re-
sponsibility for a stronger community and an active civil society. One over-arching question tests 
all the investigations we make and solutions we propose: are people better off than they were 
before we arrived.

URBAN TOOLS AND TOOLBOX

Rather than imposing change, our Chair engages the real world and attempts to provide a 
set of Tools compiled in a Toolbox to give better understanding of theory and derive operational 
and practical knowledge. Our agenda in devising and applying the Toolbox is two-fold: to shift 
the emphasis of contemporary architectural and urban design research, teaching and practice 
- from form-driven to purpose-oriented; and to eliminate the gap between design and its social 
impact.

The tools for reading contemporary urban conditions, patterns and processes are deci-
phered and extracted from real-world’s best-practice and worst-practice case study examples 
located in cities across the globe. The Tool format offers a structure for understanding of how 
urban landscape has taken shape as well as a basis for developing an own position by synthesi-
zing information into future practice.

The Urban Toolbox repertoire of urban instruments and empowers to critically reflect on 
the urban environment with knowledge to navigate between theory and practice. The tools will 
be used as a basis for reading cities and recognizing in them current operational modes, models 
and phenomena.

The Urban Toolbox promotes a critical and analytical, research-based approach on cros-
scutting scales and timelines by offering a methodology that respects the political, socioecono-
mic and ecological components of urban design and planning. Through this lens, and  with our 
Toolbox, we aim to tell the fundamental story of contemporary cities. The course provides infor-
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mation, analysis and knowledge to help especially students and young professionals to prepare 
for their own justifiable interventions in the future.

More specifically, in the process of developing the Tools and Toolbox, we look at how 
urban plans, instruments, visions, political decisions, economic reasonings, cultural inputs and 
social organization have influenced urban settlements in specific moments of change in cities 
that are exemplary in illustrating how these instruments have been implemented and how they 
have shaped urban environments. Moreover, the tools and cities be being compared and put 
into a system rather than a database showing unusual connections and fostering the transfer of 
knowledge among cities and Tools.

CITY ACTION LAB

The City Action Lab is a format that seeks to produce Tools for the Urban Toolbox by analy-
zing and understand the various built and social layers that have manifested themselves in cities. 
The City Action Lab speaks to understanding the city, and making that information accessible 
to ensure that conflicting narratives catalyze conversation and not turmoil. The City Action Lab 
is hands on, and intends on encouraging and involving various stakeholders - the municipality, 
the planner, the architect, the citizen – in one conversation. From this mixing pot of various per-
spectives of experiencing and reading the city, everyone involved has the capacity and potential 
to act. The Action part is equipped with simple media that every participant can use. The stra-
tegies and ideas that emerge from these communicative collaborative relationships hold value 
and are ever-growing, in response to an ever changing and non-static context. Just like the Urban 
Toolbox, the City Action Lab results are online accessible and open to the public. It will encourage 
virtual interaction in order to aid spatial manifestation.

The named website, aims to inform and interact website as well as educates its audience 
about the condition and history of the particular city with an interactive component that allows 
a collaborative input. The interactive component allows anyone in the audience to participate in 
contributing to their knowledge of the city - which would ordinarily go without record - in order 
to help develop pragmatic strategies for particular cities listed with the use of a legible and ac-
cessible toolbox.

The products of the City Action lab will be an interactive space and open source platform 
in the form of a website where multi-disciplinary, inter-sectorial and divergent thinking and 
methodologies grounded with both “bottom - up” and “top - down” approaches to urban deve-
lopment can emerge. 
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REACTIVATE SARAJEVO

In transition processes of changing of political and socio-economic systems, Sarajevo 
struggled to apply its new economic realities to the challenges of post-war reconstruction, whi-
ch resulted in a rather anarchistic incremental development. Today Sarajevo is exposed to an 
overproduction of shopping and low-end residential units, boom of informal housing and en-
vironmental concerns giving the city the unattractive title: “most polluted capital of Europe”. It 
carries also a heavy legacy of outdated urban structures planned for a different socio-cultural 
and economical context. The cultural and social life of the city is still suffering from the political 
and economic stasis of the post-war and post-socialist period, notably in one of the highest 
unemployment rates in the world.

Following the end of the communist regime and the war, new identities materialized in 
the urban space. New ideas of capitalism and the re-discovered value of religion created new 
ethnic and religious identities, which required new architectures. Suddenly, the existing mo-
no-functional modernist urban fabric of a socialist society was faced with the need to introduce 
new functions. In the period during the reconstruction and rebuilding processes, very diverse 
actors influenced the urban image.

These developments introduced new “invasive” typologies to the city-making processes 
of Sarajevo, having in mind that the post-socialist planning city authorities have less executive 
power to enforce building laws and planning regulations.

One of the spatial potentials that can catalyze a positive transition and lead to a revitali-
zation of the city, are integrated re-programmations and re-activations of existing architectural 
and landscape structures.

In Reactivate Sarajevo that is part of the Urban Toolbox and the City Action Lab, the Ur-
banThink Tank team conducted a critical assessment of the inherent problems and potentials of 
the city, aiming to construct a unique conceptual framework within which new urban typologies 
and prototypes can be proposed. In this process, the important cultural and green infrastructural 
axis were identified as the main new organizational forces that are to drive a transformation of 
the built environment of contemporary Sarajevo. 

The longitudinal cultural axis runs along the Miljacka river valley including all the eras of 
Sarajevo’s historical development. The green transversal axis stretches from a place north of the 
Olympic sports complex, bridges the city center and continues southward along the slopes of the 
Olympic Mountains.

The pilot design intervention developed by Urban-Think Tank focused on the in-
tegrated regeneration and reactivation strategy for the deteriorating modernist buil-
ding built that today hosts the Historical Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina, including 
its surrounding landscapes. The Museum was exposed to major war destruction as well 
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as post-war decay due to lack of government funding dedicated to cultural institutions. 
The Urban-Think Tank team proposed a strategy for the museum including new spaces of enga-
gement and interaction around the building. The proposal aims to activate the contested site, 
bringing back the public function to the forefront by creating a meeting place for exchange, 
education, and recreation.

Reactivate Sarajevo in its own exhibition “Sarajevo Now”, curated by Haris Piplas, was 
shown at the 15th La Biennale di Venezia di Architettura (‘Reporting from the front’, curated by 
Alejandro Aravena), the arch.016 exhibition in Zurich and the House of Architecture in Graz. The 
participation was organized in collaboration with and supported by diaspora organization Matica 
BiH from Zürich, Mayors of Sarajevo and Venice, the ETH Zürich and the Swiss Government. The 
team consisted of young professionals and students from 16 countries across the globe.
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ABSTRACT

Political segregation of the urban region of Sarajevo has prevented the establishment of a 
truly periurban park serving the urban population as a recreational zone and providing alterna-
tive income sources for the rural population in the hinterland. This function has been envisioned 
already back in the 1970’s with the idea of a 5000 hectares protected landscape, comparable in 
size to a regional park. We will reflect on possible models enabling the two administrative enti-
ties governing Trebević Mountain today to cooperate constructively towards a common aim: 
exploiting the landscape potential in a sustainably way for the benefit of people and nature. The 
Remstal Valley Landscape Park in the urban region of Stuttgart will serve as reference case for in-
tercommunal landscape development in the urban periphery. With this example we will explore 
the concept of joint management authorities in the context of intercommunal landscape parks. 
We discuss if such a model could be transferred to the Trebević context as a democratic change 
scenario based on intercommunal cooperation. Even if established models cannot be fully trans-
ferred to the Sarajevo context the potential of the landscape for reconciling a fragmented situa-
tion is enormous.

Keywords: regional parks, spatial fragmentation, nature protection, integrated landscape 
development

Introduction

The landscape of the urban fringe is very valuable for urban dwellers as it serves their 
need for mental and physical recreation. At the same time, the people seeking for recreation are 
an important source of income for the rural hinterland. Unfortunately, the political segregation 
of Bosnia and Herzegowina prevents an inclusive and comprehensive management of the urban 
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hinterland in the case of Sarajevo. A very striking example for this is the area of Trebević Moun-
tain.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, nature protection is regulated at entity level (i.e. Repu-
blika Srpska, Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Brčko District). The area of Trebević 
Mountain and the City of Sarajevo are divided between two entities representing two admi-
nistrative unites. Each entity has its own law on nature protection (The Law on Nature Pro-
tection Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Official gazette Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina number 66/13 and The Law on Nature Protection of Republika Srpska, Of-
ficial Gazette Republic of Srpska number 20/14). How can the idea of an intercommu-
nal green infrastructure be implemented in the context of administrative fragmentation?  
Trebević Mountain is of exceptional importance for the well-being of Sarajevo’s citizens. This 
mountain determines the landscape character of the urban region and makes it distinct and 
recognisable. Also, it provides many ecosystem services such as water supply, air quality, or-
ganic food, natural habitat, recreation, cultural and educational services and identity. The key 
geomorphological features are the five cliffs located side by side in a northwest-south easterly 
direction. Trebević is also recognized by its many layers of history. It was the venue of the XIV 
Winter Olympic Games in 1984 and got known to the world during this time. The functional 
role of the mountain has been envisioned already back in the 1970’s with the idea of 5000 
hectares of protected landscape, comparable in size to a regional park across various mountains. 
Today, the cantonal area of 400.2 hectares is protected according to the Law on the Designa-
tion of Protected Landscape of Mountain Trebević (Official Gazette of Canton Sarajevo number 
29/15). Up to the present, there is no comprehensive spatial plan for sustainable management 
of this mountain region. This article explores the challenges of landscape protection and mana-
gement under the current legal framework. While direct changes and negotiations, as a result 
of cross-border activities about the regional planning for both nature protection and usage are 
difficult to be implemented, it aims to explore possible alternative regional planning frameworks 
based on an example from a German urban region.

The Landscape of Trebević Mountain

Trebević is a mountain area located right at the outskirts of Sarajevo southeast of the city. 
It is 1627 meters high and belongs in geomorphological terms to Jahorina Mountain. To the nor-
th, this mountain is limited by the river Miljacka, to the south by the stream Kasindolski potok, to 
the east by Veliki Stupanj and Mali Stupanj and to the west by Sarajevsko Polje. From its highest 
point there are spectacular views of the Zvijezda, Ozren, Romanija, Jahorina, Treskavica, Bje-
lašnica, Prenj, Bitovnja, Vranica, Zec and Vlašić mountains. Triassic limestone consists of major 
geological substrates of higher altitudes, which is covered with Werfen shale and sediments. 
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Limestone is rich in fossils of Gastropods, Lamellibranchs, Cephalopods, Brachipods, Diplopora, 
Corals and Sponges. Many springs appear on the mountain slopes at the junction between these 
two bedrock materials. Due to the heterogeneous geomorphological structure, there are also 
very diverse soil types. In terms of land use, the mountain is dominated by forest, followed by 
arable land, meadows and cultivated land.

The forest cover consists of degraded oak forests, hornbeam, ash and hazel (Carpino be-
tuliQuercetum roboris) which can be found in the bottom parts, beech forests (Forests of Moun-
tain beech), which are also mainly degraded forest, mixed beech and fir (with spruce) forests 
(AbietiFagetum iliricum). The southern parts of this mountain have always been inhabited, and 
the land was cultivated for the agricultural and livestock production. The northern parts were 
mainly used as forest.

No one knows the exactly the origin for the name of Trebević Mountain, but it is assumed 
that the area of this mountain was once an altar dedicated to the Slavic pantheon of gods, used 
for offering sacrifices to some of the Slavic gods – probably Perun; and because of that use of the 
area it is believed that the name comes from the word trebevište which in local language means 
“to clean and destroy”. However, there are indications that the ritual of sacrifice has appeared 
already before, in Illyrian times, when animals were sacrificed in numerous sinkholes near the 
top of the mountain. In ancient times the slopes were inhabited by the Illyrians who founded a 
settlement on a preceding hill known today as Debelo Brdo. In the Middle Ages the importance 

Figures 1: View from Trebevic Mountain on the city of Sarajevo,  
image author: Admir Aladžuz.
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of Trebević decreased but grew again during the Ottoman period (1463–1878) because of incre-
asing urbanization of its northern slopes.

During the Austro-Hungarian period (1878-1918) the importance of Trebević was growing 
rapidly. Development drivers were wood production, recreation and defence. The whole city 
could be seen from the mountain slopes which is why fortifications such as Bistrik Kula and 
others were built and the remains are still visible today. In addition to the military significance, 
the importance of Trebević as a recreational area was growing as well, which is why the process 
of afforestation of the area begun, as well as the construction of trails for pedestrians and hikers, 
for the purpose of introducing of tourism and recreational activities. In the area of Trebević the-
re was a mountain lodge Ravne built in 1932 and renovated in 1945 and 1952. The lodge offered 
6 rooms and 20 beds, water supply system, electric lighting, as well as a variety of dishes. Scien-
tists from the National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina developed the area into a botanic 
garden (Gligić, 1953). Consequently, many allochthonous species were introduced, such as cul-
tures of Picea omorika, Larix decidua, Pinus heldreichi, and many different shrubs and flora brou-

Figure 2: Sarajevo panorama with Trebević Mountain in the back. 
A view of the city towards the south. In the foreground people are 
walking up a street in a residential quarter. Photograph by Walter 
Tausch, estimated date not before 1910. Source: Muzej Sarajeva  

(https://gams.uni-graz.at/o:vase.2442).
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ght from all over the country. After World War II the existing huts were renovated but also new 
tourist facilities were built on Trebević. For easier access, a cable car was built leading from the 
city center to the so called ‘Vidikovac’ viewpoint, which had a restaurant and a bar. A visit to this 
place was a very common  recreational activity for the people of Sarajevo. The next phase was 
the construction of walking trails as well as new mountain lodges and resorts. Trebević was the 
proud host of bobsleigh and sledging from around the world during the XIV Olympic Winter Ga-
mes that were held in Sarajevo in 1984, and as a sports facility remained registered in the books 
of the International Olympic Committee.

 

The development of Trebević abruptly stopped in 1992. During the Bosnian war and the 
Siege of Sarajevo the mountain took on a darker role as its elevations were ideal positions for 
besieging artillery and it became a key fighting ground. After the conflict the mountain got to 
be known as a mined area and extremely dangerous to visit. This posed major challenges to the 
local population. For decades, it was impossible for them to visit a landscape that had a strong 
significance of wellbeing, recreation and nature experience. Instead, the beloved mountain was 
associated with fear, and bad memories. Thus, many Sarajeveans tried to ignore this place and 

Figure 3: A typical postcard from the 1980’s showing the benefits of 
Trebević Mountain for winter sports and mountain recreation. A cable 
car connected the mountain with the city centre. This infrastructure was 
largely destroyed during the 1990’s war and does not exist any more 

today.
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erase it from their memories. This is just one of many examples how a war is able to affect iden-
tity and memory in a landscape. Since Trebević has undergone heavy fighting in the early 1990s, 
there are still land mines to be cleared. However, the demining process has been largely succes-
sful. Today, numerous hotels, mountaineering homes and other recreational structures are again 
available on Trebević and its surroundings. Luckily, both Sarajeveans and foreign visitors to the 
city are starting to visit this landscape again which gives hope for reconciliation with its recent 
past.

This particular combination of geology, landforms, soils, vegetation, land use, field pat-
terns, historical heritage and identities has created the unique character of Mountain Trebević. A 
deep understanding of this character is required for any future landscape management strategy. 

Local community, legislation and landscape quality

Today, Trebević Mountain is divided between five municipalities: Stari Grad, Novo Saraje-
vo, Istočni Stari Grad, Istočno Novo Sarajevo and Pale. The local communities have recognized 
the touristic potential of the area and invest effort in its reclamation and exploitation. As men-
tioned earlier, only a small part of Trebević is located today on the territory of Sarajevo Canton. 
The vast majority of the  mountain is located on the territory of the Republica Srpska. Trebević 
was designated as protected landscape in 2014, as part of wider approach towards creating a 
Regional Park Sarajevo. Recently, the municipality Istočni Stari Grad started a process of desi-
gnating protected landscapes. However, a general framework for protection and management 
integrating all aspects of landscape quality of Trebević Mountain is necessary for connecting to 
the other natural environments of the envisioned Regional Park.

As mentioned before, two distinct laws, one in each entity, deal with nature protection 
and naturebased landscape development. Some part of the jurisdiction in nature protection, 
which belongs to the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economics of Bosnia and Herzegovina (“Offi-
cial Gazette of BiH” No. 5/03) and to a lesser extent to the Ministry of Civil Affairs, is regulated at 
state level. The InterEntity Environment Centre was established in 2006 and deals with all issues 
of environmental protection that require joint action of both entities. Its objectives are to har-
monize Environmental Law, Regulations, Standards and Action Plans, international agreements 
on environmental issues as well as their implementation; to participate in international proces-
ses and to cooperate with international organizations; to monitor the environment, to inform 
and to exchange information both on cross-border and inter-entity environmental issues. This 
Committee consists of eight members, four of whom are appointed by the Government of Repu-
blic Srpska and four by the Federation Government and they meet at least six times a year. 
Through this state body, a general framework for protection and management of the area can be 
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initiated. Further development of more detailed programs, respecting full integration of the Eu-
ropean Charter on Local Self - Government would be at the municipal level, by engaging local 
communities into the planning process.

This set of state and entity laws and other legal acts, along with international obligations, 
constitute the legal and institutional framework for environmental protection in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, as it  was reported by the United Nations (UNEP, 2011). In accordance with the State 
Law on the Procedure of Conclusion and Execution of International Agreements (“Official Ga-
zette of BIH” No. 29/00), among many others Bosnia and Herzegovina has ratified the European 
Landscape Convention (COE, 2000). Principles of this convention should be put into force by 
integration in local, regional and state legislation frameworks. Different levels of nature pro-
tection, such as protected landscapes, are recognized for their outstanding landscape quality 
and recreational potential.

Figure 4: Small farmsteads on the southern slopes of the mountains. 
These farming activities are the foundation of the landscape character 
and very relevant for biodiversity. The perspective of these farmers needs 
to be integrated into a sustainable landscape development programme. 

Image author: Emira Hukic.
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Figure 5: This map shows the territory of Trebević Mountain in relation to 
the urban tissue of Sarajevo to the north. Various recreation and heritage 
elements are depicted as well. The entity line is currently dividing this 
landscape which is the core challenge for integrated landscape management. 

Map author: Ellen Fetzer.



149

4th International 
Conference
“The Importance of 
Place” 
Sarajevo, B&H

An Integrated Development Programme for Trebević Mountain

A sustainable landscape development for the entire area of Trebević Mountain could be 
approached from the following four perspectives:

Nature protection at the rural fringe 

Trebević has unique qualities as a habitat for flora and fauna. Different landscape units 
can be identified following the transition from city to nature: peri-urban gardens and orchards, 
pastures, meadows, woodlands, gloves, rocks. A rural landscape with traditional agricultural pat-
terns extends  at the other side of the hilltop beyond the entity boundary. Landscape fragmen-
tation is still low which is a very valuable asset. From this perspective, concepts are needed that:

• secure and enhance the natural foundations, in particular water, soil, flora and fauna
• integrate aspects of landscape and nature protection into other sectors with competing
• interests, in particular recreation and tourism, forestry, sustainable agriculture, 
re newable energy source, infrastructure development, urban and rural planning
• find innovative ways of boosting small-scale local economy with activities related to
landscape and nature protection.

Recreation, leisure and tourism 

Trebević looks back at hundred years of tourism and recreation activities. But this tradition 
was forced to stop all at once with the civil war. Now, 20 years after, with the minefields being 
cleared, the time has come to reconnect to the pre-war connotation of this mountain. Concepts 
are needed that:

• identify the potential of this area for recreation and tourism and define which activities  
 arepossible and desirable

• design connectivity in this field between the town, the mountain and its rural hinterland
• identify what would be the spatial consequences of those activities
• outline a sustainable concept by integrating adjacent, partly competing, sectors.
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Heritage, infrastructure and landscape

Adding architecture or infrastructure elements to a site as exposed as Trebević is a challen-
ge. Sensitive design approaches are required based on a profound contextual and topographic 
understanding. If Trebević will regain its function as a local recreation area, new functions will 
need to be integrated. This could be either a redevelopment of the former, now ruined, elemen-
ts (like the observatory, the bob sleigh or the panoramic restaurant) or the integration of totally 
new elements. Concepts are needed that:

 • consider the positioning of architecture in relation to the landscape context of the 
  site and the entire city;  
 • consider the dialogue of architecture with a natural environment and the transition  
 between both;

 • link local architectural interventions consistently to a general and sustainable 
 concept;

Figure 6: In 2015 a group of architecture and landscape architecture students worked 
on integrated development concepts for Trebević Mountain. They are declining here 
via the former Olympic Bob Sledge, which is a relevant heritage element. Image 

author: Ellen Fetzer.
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Governance, cooperation and reconciliation

Trebević has been a landscape unit since the Devonian period. As a legacy of the recent 
civil war the mountain is now divided into two different entities with different planning instru-
ments and governance practices. Can Trebević become again a unifying element of which many 
people can profit, on both sides of the entity division line? From this perspective, concepts are 
needed that:

• envision an innovative governance model for the entire area of Trebević mountain;
• identify the potentials of such an approach for the local economy and sustainable 
regional development;

The concept of joint management authorities

Activities in the fields of recreation and tourism have increased at lot in the past few years 
resulting in a steadily growing visitor flow into the area which now raises questions of visitor 
management and sustainable traffic. It would be very desirable to integrate the two parts of 
Trebević Mountain into a joint development concept, as it has been conceived already back in 
the 1970’s.

The rationale behind this thought is that the functional urban area of Sarajevo is much 
larger compared to the administrative boundaries that have been established after the Dayton 
Agreement in 1994. Trebević Mountain in its integrity can serve the role of a peri-urban regional 
park for the citizens of Sarajevo region seeking for recreation and also for the tourists visiting 
the city in ever increasing numbers. It is very important that the rural hinterland of Trebević 
Mountain equally benefits from these potential income sources. And also, the hinterland needs 
support for maintaining the unique landscape character that can be found in direct vicinity to a 
capital city. This rural hinterland is sort of the hidden champion for touristic development. Howe-
ver, the creation of a win-win situation along with preserving the natural and cultural values of 
this landscape will require joint governance, even if the territory is administratively divided. A 
participative and inclusive approach is required. Such a situation is neither unusual nor new. 
Governance gaps between overall landscape quality objectives and the needs of local planning 
authorities are actually the typical situation in any European metropolitan area. Therefore, we 
present in the following an approach taken by the urban region of Stuttgart, a conurbation of 
179 communes each with distinct planning authority, to pursue the development of intercom-
munal landscape parks for the benefit of the landscape and all citizens inhabiting it.
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An example for intercommunal planning: The Remstal Park in the Urban Region of Stuttgart

As an administrative unit the Greater Stuttgart Region is home to 2,7 million people of 
which only 600.000 live in the city of Stuttgart itself. The rest distributes across the 179 adjacent 
communities that are organized in five districts. The region has a very high population density 
(733/km²) compared to the German average (231/km²). Despite the slightly negative general de-
mographic trend in Germany the region of Stuttgart still has a constantly rising population. This 
is due to internal and external migration to this economically dynamic and diversified region. The 
economic development has continuously driven urban sprawl and landscape fragmentation in 
particular since the 1950s.

This case study focusses on the role of regional planning for green infrastructure deve-
lopment. Greater Stuttgart Region is subject to the so-called ‘Landesplanung’ of the State of Ba-
denWürttemberg. Baden-Württemberg is one of the sixteen ‘Länder’ that constitute the Federal  
Republic of Germany. The legal framework for German spatial planning is defined by the Federal 
Spatial Planning Act.

Greater Stuttgart Region was looking for a new concept that would foster a holistic land-
scape development at regional scale. Today, this concept is called ‘Landscape Park Stuttgart Re-
gion’. Implementation of landscape park projects is fostered by a collateral project competition 

Figure 7:  Stuttgart Region and its 11 intercommunal landscape parks, one of which is the Remstal 
Landscape Park. The spatial definition of the landscape park only follows the logic of landscape 
units and is crossing communal boundaries. 15 towns along the river Rems work across their 
municipal boundaries for bringing this intercommunal park to life with support of Stuttgart Region.  

Map source: Verband Region Stuttgart.
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by which the communities can gain regional subsidies for implementing local projects suggested 
by the master plans. Each master plan is followed by a project competition by which the com-
munities can gain regional subsidies for implementing local projects suggested by the master 
plans. These two tools – the master plans and the co-financing competitions –are the two core 
instruments for bridging regional and communal planning.

In the following, the planning process will be described in more detail on the example of 
theLandschaftspark Rems (Landscape Park Rems). Even if terms like landscape analysis, overall 
concept and master plans associate with a top-down planning approach the process itself was 
very participative and cross-sectoral. Greater Stuttgart Region commissioned a landscape archi-
tecture office (Planstatt Senner) for the subject-specific guidance and moderation of the entire 
process.

The project was structured as follows:

Development of the overall concept (Leitbild)

1. Landscape analysis based on desk research and site visits by the planning team. In
 addition to general analysis maps this process resulted in guiding questions to be raised 
in the working groups.
2. Working group meetings on each of the three analysis themes were organized. The 
working groups consisted of representatives of each of the Remstal communities. The 
discussion was structured by the guiding questions so that each commune could raise its 
specific potentials and problems.
3. The results of this process influenced the formulation of the overall concept.

Development of the master plan

1. Presentation of two thematic master plans for the entire valley at scale 1:25 000  
           2. Integration of 15 municipalities, regional planning authorities, sectoral authorities (i.e.  
           water administration) and stakeholder associations into this process

3. More detailed plans at municipality level (scale 1:5000) have been developed with local 
participation. These plans include concrete projects at site level that are in concordance 
with the master plan.

The master planning was formally finished in 2007 and the results were presented to the 
public. Since then the focus was on the implementation of the local projects. This process was 
substantially supported by a regional project competition. Each year, the municipalities of the 
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Rems Valley landscape park are invited to submit applications to the regional planning authority 
which would cofund the activity up to 50%. Up to now more than 1.5 million Euros have been 
co-funded by Stuttgart Region.

The current project roadmap has the year 2019 as its main goal. In this year the inter-com-
munal garden festival ‘Stadt Land Rems 2019’ will be opened. The event will be organised at a 
length of 40 kilometers by all the 15 cities and villages. On that occasion, the municipalities will 
present their achievements to a wider public. The well-known instrument of a garden festival 
serves in the case of the Rems Valley as a means to implement the projects of the master plan. 
It can generate financial funding much higher than the usual co-financing competition; further-
more it raises a lot of public awareness for green infrastructure.

Recommendation for Sarajevo and Trebević

Trebević Mountain is an outstanding landscape with a unique composition of cultural and 

Figure 9: A typical landscape of the Remstal valley in the east of the city of 
Stuttgart. A mix of different land uses with relevant landscape elements such 

as old orchards and vineyards. Image author: Stuttgart Region.
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natural layers. Being able to enjoy all of this in direct vicinity to a European capital city is an 
exceptional asset for nature-based tourism and recreation. This potential has been appreciated 
by Sarajevans and visitors for a long time placing Trebević in the collective memory of the city’s 
culture. Despite the sad events of the recent past the mountain shows today various signs of 
recovery, most of which were unthinkable only a decade ago. A protection status has partly been 
implemented, tourism is coming back, nature is appreciated again. 

However, threats are obvious as well. The cultural landscape strongly depends on a su-
stainable socioeconomic foundation. This basis is certainly under change, primarily because of 
demographic processes, economic drivers and the dynamics of new lifestyles. This observation 
is not specific to Bosnia but rather a general tendency affecting many rural areas across Europe 
and beyond. What makes the Trebević case ever more challenging is its administrative division 
as a result of the recent war. Holistic ideas for developing the entire mountain area with its over 
5.000 hectares as a periurban nature park with recreational and protection functions existed 
already back in the 1970’s. Even if a cross-entity protection regime seems difficult to envision at 
the moment it might be the most constructive way of enhancing the potentials of this landscape 

Figure 10: Jugoturist postcard from 1965. We do not know if this image 
will ever become reality again, neither if it needs to be like this. But 
what we know is that no war was able to destroy the ‘Vidikovac’ itself - 

the exceptional view on Sarajevo.
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for the benefit of all.
For a start it might be helpful to conduct a landscape character assessment for the entire 

mountain in order to identify the various elements that build up this remarkable territory. Each 
unit has distinct qualities and needs, being it the rocky wilderness with the Miljacka valley to the 
East, the urban-nature transition to the north, the Alpine elements at the top or the mountain 
villages to the South. A sustainable development scheme will need to consider all of them in the 
sense of a mutually reinforcing composition. It is hoped that the administrative division might 
be overcome by a forward looking and participatory governance model and cross-sectoral ap-
proach.

The landscape of Trebević is, with all its scarves, still a common good for the benefit of all, 
in particular the future generations.
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ABSTRACT

A lot of scholars have explored the History of the Armenian national movement in the 
19th and 20th centuries yet, as territory is a key-element in the making of a nation, the fact is 
that very few studies have focused on the geographical dimension of the development of the Ar-
menian Nation-State. Yerevan, a medium-sized provincial town (in the khanat of Yerevan under 
Persian rule and the guberniya of Yerevan under the Russian rule) with no specific “Armenian 
character”, according to foreign travellers of the late 19th century, has become the Capital-city 
of a State. Even if that state was deprived of sovereignty during a very long time, Yerevan has 
constantly grown during the Soviet period. Its promotion to the rank of a State-Capital and a 
Transcaucasian “Metropolis” after 1991 only emphasizes the role of the Capital-city in the build-
ing of “national iconography” (including the diaspora) as the French geographer Jean Gottmann 
views it.

This paper will describe the main features of Yerevan’s urban history along the 20th cen-
tury. Three different stages are most interesting from the “national iconography” point of view. 
During the first period (of the First Republic, 1918-1920), Yerevan reflected the ethnic transfor-
mation of Armenia as a result of the flow of a large number of refugees from Turkish Armenia 
after the 1915 Genocide. Further more, we may wonder what the effects -in terms of spatial 
organization- of the demographic increase and repatriation policies in the Soviet period (late 
thirties and 1946-1947) were? From the fifties, and despite Armenia’s dependance on Moscow, 
the capital of the smallest republic of the USSR combined both aspects of a capital of the Soviet 
republic and of the nation as a whole, with the building of highly symbolic “high-places” for the 
Armenian nation such as Dzidzernagapert - the monument dedicated to the memory of the 1915 
Genocide - or the Matenadaran, the Institute of Ancient manuscripts). In the 1950-1980 period, 
Yerevan’s population grew considerably, and so did its share in the total population of Armenia 
(ca. 30% in the beginning of the 1980s). Urban geography showed the negative effects of urban 
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polarization on a small territory. The decision to locate the main industrial or energetic struc-
tures in the vicinity of Yerevan (for instance Medzamor nuclear power plant) did not only derive 
from the logic of Soviet central planning. There are good reasons to believe that such was the will 
of local apparachiki, concerned with providing Armenia with a greater “autonomy” in the field 
of power supply. In 1991, as the three Transcaucasian republics became independent states, 
Yerevan (like Tbilisi or Baku) developed into a regional “metropolis”. Nevertheless, Yerevan, as it 
is more than ever a national capital for Armenians (including the diaspora), was confronted with 
a strong emigration. 
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ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVATION AND HERITAGE MANAGEMENT AS 
VEHICLES FOR RECONSILIATION AND SUSTAINABILITY

     
Andreas Heymowski

Building Conservation at Royal University College of Fine Arts, Stockholm, Sweden

Introduction

By profession I am a conservation architect. I have been restoring built heritage, from 
small wooden huts to Royal palaces and everything inbetween. I have also been teaching con-
servation as professor at the Royal College if Fine Arts in Stockholm and at Uppsala University.

But the activities that in retrospect seem to me the most important and meaningful are 
my nearly 20 years of voluntary experience from post conflict and post disaster work, mainly 
in the Western Balkans and primarily with the Swedish foundation ”Cultural Heritage without 
Borders” (CHwB), but also as a heritage expert to the joint Council of Europe and EU Heritage 
Programme for the Balkans. Since more than ten years I am vice Chairperson of CHwB.

In my presentation I will introduce CHwB and its activities, focusing on our successes but 
also on the failures. What lessons can be drawn from them?

Brief history of CHwB

The Beginning

CHwB was founded in 1995 in Stockholm, Sweden –  after the Post Yugoslavian wars – as 
an independent, non-governmental foundation. A number of concerned organisations and indi-
viduals founded it as a direct response to the deliberate destruction of ”the enemy’s” built heri-
tage, in order to humiliate and eventually to remove proof of ”his” existence in this part opf the 
world. The immediate aim of CHwB’s founders was to do something about the horrifying results 
of this ”war on cultural heritage”.

 Sida’s Support

With financial support from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency 
(Sida), CHwB started by restoring a severely damaged, early 17th Century Mosque in the Bosnian 
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town of Maglaj. Pieces of the shelled Minaret had fallen down on the cupolas and damaged 
them. The conservation was made with CHwB’s own project leader in collaboration with staff 
from the Bosnian agency for cultural and natural heritage. The contractor was a Bosnian com-
pany. The conservation, that was made with traditional materials and methods, was a success, 
of which the news were spread over former Yugoslavia. In the following years we made a se-
ries of different architectural conservations, like Despica Kuca (an orthodox merchant’s museum 
town-house in Sarajevo), a number of inhabited houses and a womens mosque in Jajce.

Addition to Statutes

Very soon it became obvious that CHwB’s statutes, mentioning only war-damaged cultural 
heritage, were inadequate. The destruction we saw often had mixed or other roots. Neglect, lack 
of means, earth-quakes etc were also causes for the damages. So we changed our statutes and 
added, apart from political and social conflicts, also other catastrophes. 

Cultural Heritage in the Broadest Sense of the Word

But CHwB’s aim never was to deal only with built heritage. Our board has always consisted 
of both architects and museums people, and the Zemaljski (National) Muzej in Sarajevo became 
a natural starting point for our museums engagement. The Museum, a classicistic building from 
the Austro-Hungarian period (late 19th Centry) is situated at Sarajevo’s main throughfare Mesa 
Selimovic Boulevard, called ”Sniper Alley” during the war, because it was so easy to target by 
Bosnian-Serb troops positioned on the surrounding hills. The Museum building had taken many 
direct hits and we first started mountig glass in the window frames and roof skylights. Then we 
thoroughly restored the building.

Museums Development and Intangible Heritage

With this job done, we continued with the inside of the museum and started to work 
together with the staff, giving courses in contemporary museology, inviting to study-tours to 
Swedish museums etc. Soon the museums development  program was extended to cooperation 
within a network, Balkan Museum Network, with 11 museums from six countries in Western 
Balkans. I might add that today around 100 museums from all over the Balkans are members of 
this network.
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In 2011 this network arranged a common exhibition, ”1+1 Life and Love”, with contribu
tions from all participants. The exhibition toured the Balkans and also visited Museum 
Gustavianum in Uppsala, Sweden. From this first network many initiatives have sprung:

- WILD (Womens International Leadership Development), which supports women in the 
cultural sector in the Balkans.
- SEE (South East European Heritage Network) an NGO gathering organizations from South 
East Europe who believe that cultural, ethnic and religous diversity is a valuable social 
resource.
- A program, financed by the Stavros Niarchos Foundation, to help museums understan
ding the needs of disabled visitors and ensure access to all museum activities. 

Our job with museums has led us from the tangible heritage (buildings, museum artefacts) 
to the inclusion of more intangible ones, like folk traditions and oral story-telling.

After a number of years working more with museums and intangible heritage and less 
with the built heritage, the latter got a renaissance ten years ago, when our office in Tirana, 
Albania, started arranging so called ”Conservation Camps”, inviting young professionals from 
all over the Balkans and beyond, to gather for a couple of months and get in-depth theory and 
hands-on practice, actually restoring buildings, combined with lectures by the best scholars and 
practitioners. These camps have become a huge success and are now arranged at many resto-
ration sites all over the Balkans. The primary goal of course beeing to develop the participants’ 
knowledge and understanding of the very complex technical, restoration ideology and political 
issues, involved in all conservation work. 

And a couple of weeks ago I had the honour and pleasure to celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of these camps, which took place where it all began, in the beautiful stone town of Gjiroka-
stra in southern Albania.

But we all know that cultural heritage has a Janus face, one good, uniting people, and one 
evil, used to promote hatred. One important thing about our restoration camps is that young 
people (and us old-timers among the lecturers aswell), learn to know and to cooperate with pe-
ople belonging to other ethnical and religeous groups, and realise that people are pretty much 
the same, no matter where they come from. Hopefully that will prevent them from falling prey 
to Janus’ second face, promoting extreme nationalism and xenophobia.
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Our Key Notions

Soon I will return to the chronology of Cultural Heritage without Borders, but I’d like to 
make a small digression, with a few words about CHwB’s vision and a mission, consisting of a 
number of positive notions, some of which I would like to present to you and to comment upon. 
I would also like to make some personal remarks.

A Common Heritage

We believe – in the spirit of the 1954 Hague Convention – that all heritage belongs to all of 
humanity and that it is our common duty to take care of it for future generations.

Reconsiliation

In the case of war- or conflict-induced destruction of heritage, reconsiliation between the 
conflicting parties is necessary if the above words about common heritage should have any me-
aning. This is a tedious process, often sabotaged by forces who don’t want reconsiliation. We 
don’t take sides in political conflicts, but we are always on the side of the heritage, and we know 
that the best way to protect it, is when people from different sides come together and acknow-
ledge the value, also of the heritage that is not a part of ”their” immediate culture. 

We have always worked with that aim. We know it is very difficult in many cases, but we 
have also witnessed moving scenes, when old friends, separated for many years by ethnical or 
religeous divides, reunite, initially often unwillingly, when we  arrange our always multicultural 
seminars, workshops etc.

Sustainability

Sustainability is one of our absolute key-words. It is to be understod both as ecological 
sustainability, life span sustainability and sustainability at the civil society level.

Ecologically, old buildings and their conservation is an environmentally friendly pheno-
menon. Traditional building materials are sound (with a few exceptions), often renewable, and 
don’t harm nature, neither when used nor the day they eventually turn into waste. 

A well made restoration, well maintained, has a life span usually surpassing by far most of 
our new buildings, full of new materials with poorly known ageing qualities.

And finally sustainability is also about the use of the building. A building used for a positive 
purpose that serves people, stands a much better chance to be continually utilised and taken 
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care of, thus contributing to the general sustainability  of its society. And if such a building can be 
used for instance for promoting tourism, it also leads to economical sustainability.

Acccessibility

Being our common responsibility, heritage should also be accessible to all of us. This is a 
truth that has dawned lately upon the heritage community world-wide, after years of disregar-
ding it. Now heritage buildings, museums and archaeological sites try to make their institutions 
possible to visit and enjoy from a wheel chair or having bad eye-sight. We can no longer say that, 
”sorry, this building is too valuable to be defaced” (with ramps, lifts etc). Instead we must use our 
creativity to invent means of accessibility that cause ”minimum interventions”. Doing nothing is 
no longer acceptable. Thanks to our Niarchos grant we have been able to help museums in the 
Balkans to cope with these new demands.

Participation

The participation of all stake-holders (owners, neighbours, local businessmen, local poli-
tcians, media etc) in a project is the best guarantee for a  successful and sustainable intervention. 
Having taken part in the early stages of it and having had your say, you get a much closer relation-
ship to the result of it. A broad participation, in its turn, diminishes the risk of corruption, a sad 
phenomenon in many countries. CHwB has, to this date, been able to avoid corruption, thanks 
to a strict policy and attitude, and with the help of meticulous audits.

Personal Reflections

As an addition to the above, here are a few observations of my own, concerning vital is-
sues I’ve come across during my work with the cultural heritage.

To Reconstruct or Not to Reconstruct

The conflict between those who advocate reconstructions of buildings and artefacts, and 
those who oppose it, is by no means new. I have encountered it throughout my whole carreer. 
But in the war-struck Balkans the conflict became extremely clear and acute. My personal stand 
is that reconstructions are OK, even desirable, in objects violently destroyed, provided that the 
reconstructions are made as soon as possible. Then people still have vivid memories of what 
has got lost, documentation is easier to find, and the reconstructions have an emotional sense, 
giving people back a beloved building or a well-known town-scape silhuette, and with it also a 
part of their dignity.
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And in post-war situations, I think that the most important impact of a reconstruction is 
that it sends a very clear message to the perpetrators; ”Destroying cultural heritage must never 
mean that you get rid of it forever! On the contrary, it will raise again from the ashes.” This is the 
message the Polish people sent to Hitler, who wanted to ”erase Warsaw from the map”, when 
they painstakingly recreated the heart of their capital. 

The (sometimes) Destructive Role of the Venice Charter

Discussing reconstructions, it is impossible not to mention the 1964 Venice Charter. In 
many ways an excellent document, adopted by the heritage community when ICOMOS (the NGO 
”International Counsil on Monuments and Sites”) was founded. The Charter provides interna-
tionally accepted guidelines for dealing with the build heritage and archaeological sites. Most 
of the Charter is good, and a useful instrument for all of us working with the heritage, but it 
has some dubious parts, often misinterpreted. I refer mainly to a sentence in Article 15: ”All 
reconstruction work should however be ruled out ”a priori”. When advocating reconstruction, 
like in the Bosnian town of Foca, I often hear this sentence beeing quoted. In Foca the famous 
Aladza Mosque, an Ottoman gem, was dynamited by Bosnian Serb forces and all the stone from 
the mosque was dumped near or into a river a couple of kilometres away. Nothing remains on 
the site. The Serbian mayor of Foca wanted the Mosque to be reconstructed as an act of recon-
siliation, which would hopefully encourage the Bosniak population from Foca to return. And a 
reconstructed Mosque could potentially also become a tourist attraction. A reconstruction was 
discussed as a possible joint EU/EC project. I voted for, but an Italian colleauge vehemently op-
posed it, refering to the Venice charter. And the mosque fragments are still resting in the river… 
Refusing to accept reconstructions is to tell perpetrators; ”Just come and destroy, the Venice 
Charter will see to that it will never come back.”

Epilogue; The later History of CHwB and its Possible Future

Here comes the most recent and most successful part of our history, the part we are most 
proud of, but here comes also a troublesome consequence of this success: 

Professional training

Already during ours first years in Bosnia, we saw the need for well manned heritage in-
stitutions and museums, as well as for consultants, contactors and material producers capable 
to work with and cater for the cultural heritage, in short; the need for a functioning heritage 
infrastructure. To a varying degree these elements were damaged or non-existent in all countries 
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we have worked with. My first assignement with CHwB was in 1998, when I lead a course in con-
tempoary conservation principles and methods at the Bosnian agency for cultural and natural 
heritage.

Local Staff

These early experiences in Bosnia convinced us that, as we grew, we should not bring 
a lot of Swedes to the Balkans. Instead, when we started our local offices, we employed local 
staff, mostly young professionals, whom we gave the neccessary training in running conservation 
projects. After some time we could let our Swedish project leaders go home and appoint locals 
instead. 

Pereseverance

Many aid organisations arrive after a distaster, do their stunt, and quickly move on to new 
catastrophes, not always caring much about the future of their interventions. We didn’t want to 
act that way. CHwB has persevered, much, I believe, thanks to the ”Balkanisation” of our staff. 
The sustainability of our projects is always a top priority.

Independence

Last year we took yet another step, a logical and natural one, to secure our long-term pre-
sense and comitment in Western Balkans: Our ”daughters”, our three offices in Bosnia, Kosovo 
and Albania respectively, have become independent, national foundations; CHwB Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, CHwB Kosovo and CHwB Albania. 

Success

This indeed is our common biggest success. Our daughters have come of age and don’t 
need us in Stockholm and will continue to be important and respected players within the herita-
ge field in their countries, and beyond.

As I said before, this has been our ambition in CHwB Sweden all the time; to make oursel-
ves dispensable, and that our legacy in the Balkans are prospering national foundations, cheri-
shing our values and sharing our goals, but doing it their own way.

Well aware of our pending withdrawal from Western Balkans CHwB Sweden has been 
looking for other projects in other countries.  Over the years the ”without borders” in our name 
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has made us prepared to help anywhere where help is needed. It has lead to engeagements, 
among others, in Tibet, Palestine, Georgia, Belarus and with Syrian Refugees in camps.

A Success with Side Effects

But the truth is that these, so far, small projects cannot make up for the big Balkan projects 
we were financially administrating from our HQ in Stockholm. The loss of this activity has lead to 
the gradual loss of our HQ staff. CHwB Sweden consists presently of its volountary Board. We are 
actively seeking funding from Sida, from the Swedish Institute, we have declared our willingness 
to help with conservation and reconstruction in Iraq and Syria.

A Future without CHwB Sweden, but with our Ideas Living on

Should we not get any of these new projects, we will be forced to close and dissolve or 
Swedish foundation. It would be an ironic end to an organisation that is unusually experienced 
and well adapted to cope with precisely the kind of challenges that the devastated heritage of 
war-struck countries in the Middle East present today. So Sida, EU and other donors; Hey what 
are you waiting for, we’re here, ready to help any heritage in distress!

Our Board certainly doesn’t want to close down. But should the worst come to the worst, 
it is a great satisfaction that our Balkan Foundations will keep the flag flying and continue the 
good work (why not also in the Middle East?). So will also the networks we’ve started with our 
Balkan colleauges; BMN, WILD, SEE Heritage. Our job has certainly not been in vain.



173

THE CITY OF 
SPLIT 

– 
2,000 

YEARS OF 
CONTINUITY

Marasović 
Katja



174

Katja Marasović Ph.D., Assoc. 
Prof., Architect was born 

on November 13, 1961 in Split, Croatia. 
Graduate in Architecture in 1985, Master 
in science in 1996, Ph. D. Graduate in 
2002 on Faculty of architecture University 
of Zagreb. Currently she is head of the 
Department for Architectural Heritage  at 
the Faculty of Civil Engineering, Geodesy 
and Architecture University of Split. 
Engaged in the research, conservation 
and rehabilitation of historical buildings 
especially of Diocletian’s palace and 
historical core of Split as well as 
the fortifications and settlements of 
Kaštela region and Šolta island. Author 
of numerous conservation studies, 
architectural projects and scientific 
papers.  She specialized in the Institut 
de l’architecture romaine, CNRS, 
France; Ecole francaise de Rome, 
Italy and National Park Service, USA.

Biography



175

4th International 
Conference
“The Importance of 
Place” 
Sarajevo, B&H

THE CITY OF SPLIT – 2,000 YEARS OF CONTINUITY

Marasović Katja
Department of Architectural Heritage, Faculty of Civil Engineering,

 Architecture and Geodesy , Split, Croatia

ABSTRACT

The city of Split, with a population of 250,000, is situated in the middle part of the eastern 
Adriatic coast. It is a typical Mediterranean city characterized by a good climate and vigorous 
life in urban open spaces. The historical core, listed as the UNESCO World Heritage site in 1979, 
had been built of good-quality limestone which has resisted weathering and different destruc-
tions for centuries. The city developed from the Roman palace, built by Emperor Diocletian, by 
transforming old structures and inserting new ones during all historical fazes. Thanks to many 
different reasons, all the architectural layers in the historical core are well preserved and still 
functional. Namely, there are: Christian cathedral inside the Roman mausoleum, a family apart-
ment within the Romanesque house, a luxury hotel inside the Renaissance palace, and the 20th 
century office building in the main city square. The recent archeological excavations proved that 
the settlement of Spalato date back form 1st century; therefore, the Diocletian’s Palace was 
not the first built at this site. This suggests that the origin of the city can be traced back three 
centuries earlier than previously thought, and confirms 2,000 years of the uninterrupted conti-
nuity of life in Split. The spatial development of the city of Split will be presented through nine 
characteristic phases.
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ABSTRACT

This paper deals with the specific vernacular rural architecture in the area of Mt. Bjelašnica. 
This architecture is threatened to be totally devastated due to extensive new construction, glo-
balisation and the absence of awareness of its exceptional value. This paper deals with the meth-
odology of determination of authenticity of rural architectural heritage and the preservation 
of this authenticity. Consequently, it treats individual structures and ensembles relying on the 
„Charter of the Built Vernacular Architecture, Mexico 1999“m which focuses on the issue. The 
paper elaborates problems related to definition of active protection of integral values of space, 
as well as their practical implementation. Through an analysis of intuitive transfer of information, 
characteristic for vernacular architecture and an analysis of materials and types of construction, 
it offers a relevant contribution to the search for definition of authenticity. It uses definitions of 
originality and, at the same time, sets new limits to it.

This theoretical elaboration, applied on the example of village Ledići, has produced satis-
factory results. In terms of methodology, the author has set up a process resulting in the protec-
tion of authentic units from further devastation as well as for ensuring their future use. Through 
the process of establishing and preserving authenticity, some of the themes, which - if elabo-
rated per se - could represent an interesting aspect of the whole issue, e.g. the phenomenol-
ogy of current system of measuring, procedures for determining degree of degradation on the 
structures, analysis of international charters, declarations and conventions related to the issues 
of vernacular architectural heritage, structuring and development of management plans aimed 
at using selected and previously protected architectural complexes. All these elements make 
an integral part   of the paper, and, as a conclusion, they offer guidelines for the activities to be 
undertaken within clearly defined zones.

Finally, an additional conclusion that provides an established methodology for determina-
tion and preservation is offered as a verification of the following research question:

Determination and preservation of rural architectural heritage is the key prerequisite 
for a scientifically based protection as well as for a modern and appropriate method of use of 
these complexes.
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Likewise, we have not neglected the non-material values that have, in terms of tradition, 
contributed to the creation of specific forms and traditional values of these structures and the 
whole complex.

The paper definitely offers possible guidelines for new construction, by using all the de-
tected and recorded traditional elements that can serve the purpose of generating new values, 
due to the application of the common denominator method, instead of using replicas and com-
mercial compilation of all the known architectural practices. At the same time, the approach 
analysed in the paper secures full respect for the authentic and acknowledged traditional values.

Keywords: rural architecture, rural architectural heritage, active protection, integral val-
ues of space, vernacular architecture, authenticity of rural architectural, heritage, cultural land-
escapes, methodology of active protection of values of space. 
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A permanent preservation of historic structures is often only 

possible and financeable in  case a contemporary renovation 

succeeds, one which also does justice to the pursued purpose 

of the building. 

 In city centers, the preservation of facades of historical 

buildings with a potentially difficult  structure is the main focus. 

At the same time, modern demands in living conditions have to 

be taken into account. This means a renovation can’t solely be 

focused on energetic modernization, but also needs to be as 

owner-friendly as possible. 

A collection of examples from Germany will show how a 

mineral-based internal insulation system  enables an energetic 

modernization of the highest level and thus contributes to the 

preservation of historic buildings. 
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sales offices 

Plant locations 

Austria 

Belgium 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

Bulgaria 

China 

Croatia 

Czech Republic 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Hungary 

Italy 

Kosovo 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Mexico 

Moldavia 

The Netherlands 

Norway 

Poland 

Romania 

Russia 

Serbia 

Slovakia 

Slovenia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

UAE (Dubai) 

United Kingdom 

U.S.A. 
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Plant locations and sales offices 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bulgaria 

Croatia 

Kosovo 

Romania 

Serbia 

Slovenia 

Europe 

Zagorje 

Zagreb 

Tuzla 

Vreoci 

Lipljan 

Sofia 

Ploiesti 

Dobrich 

Plant locations 

Distribution markets 

Ytong 

Multipor 

Silka 

South-East Europe market  

covers 10 Countries, supplied by 7 Plants 
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Siporex beginning 

 In 1971 beginning of production 

in “Siporex” Tuzla; Production of 

aerated concrete – SIPOREX 

brand 

Acquisition by Xella 

In July 2008  Siporex Tuzla 

acquired by Xella   

Start of production in new 

Xella plant 

November 2009 Start of 

production in new production 

facility after reconstruction  

Export to Croatia 

April 2010 Export to Croatia 

started 

Xella in Bosnia 

AAC plant in Tuzla, Bosnia 



Preservation of historical objects 

Common issues 
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Indoor pool in Soest… 50 years ago… 

 Best inner city location!!! 

 Marvelous view on historical inner city!!! 
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Indoor pool in Soest… 50 years after… 

 Demolition of listed building due to missing possibilities of use despite 

the attractive inner city location => today a parking lot!!! 
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Preservation of historical objects: Is there a solution? 

 Is the interior insulation a solution for inner city renovation concept and 

can it help to maintain the facades and to create the “usability”? 

Source: marketing.hamburg.de 

 Grounding of historic 

inner cities is similar to 

preserving the façade 

of a building => the 

core can be adapted to 

today’s requirements 

 

 Well-known and 

expensive example: 

Storage shed of 

Elbphilarmonie in 

Hamburg, Germany 



Interior insulation 

What does it offer us? 
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Multipor interior insulation system 

Temperature-gradient inside of constructions  

Interior  
(100 mm Multipor  = 0,042 W/mK) 

Uninsulated wall 
 

12,0°C 

-3,7°C 

18,1°C 

-0,8°C 

-4,7°C 

Θi: +20°C 

Θe:  - 5°C 

Θi: +20°C 

Θe:  - 5°C 

inside inside 
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Multipor insulation systems 

Vapour diffusion and capillarity 

inside outside 

Vapour diffusion Driving rain 

Condensation 

& moisture 

Multipor 
Moisture transport 

by capillarity 
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Two types of interior insulation systems 

Interior insulation system with 

vapour barrier 

Diffusion open and capillary 

active interior insulation system 

progression of temperature and vapour pressure 

inside outside 

No condensation 

progression of temperature and vapour pressure 

outside 
inside 

low         

steam flow 

capillary water transport 

high       

steam flow 

condensate 
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Multipor interior insulation system 

Advantages of Multipor insulation boards  

 

 Multipor is an insulation material 

 Multipor is non-combustible, 

massive and fibre free 

 Multipor is vapour permable an 

capillary active 

 Multipor consists of mineral and 

natural components like sand, lime, 

cement and water and does not 

represent any health hazard 
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Interior insulation – capillary active & open to diffusion  

(Multipor interior insulation system) 

 

 No vapour barrier needed 

→  higher tolerance towards mistakes than                                                          

interior insulation with vapour barrier  

 Multipor insulation panels allow vapour    diffusion 

into the construction 

→  vapour permable 

 allows temporary moisture storage inside                                                

the insulation board 

 The humidity inside the construction can be 

transported to the inner surface via capillarity of 

the Multipor insulation panel  

 →  capillary active 

 



Experience from Germany 

Half-timbered house in Soest 
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Back to Soest… 

 Indoor pool was demolished, but… 

 New life for half-timbered houses in historical city center!!! 
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Second life for half-timbered houses in Soest 

The beginning… 
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Multipor interior insulation system with clay 

Impressions 
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Multipor interior insulation system with clay 

Impressions 
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Multipor interior insulation system with clay 

Impressions 
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Multipor interior insulation system with clay 

Preservation by usage 

Inside… 

 Demolishing prevented!!! 

 Today popular residential complex in city center of Soest 
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Multipor interior insulation system with clay 

Preservation by usage 

Outside… 

 Demolishing prevented!!! 

 Today popular residential complex in the historical city center of Soest 



Experience from Germany 

Donnerschwee barrack in 

Oldenburg 
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Multipor interior insulation system 

Urban district „military barracks Donnerschwee“, Oldenburg 

 Donnerschwee 

barracks from 19th 

century, composed of 

brick buildings and 

partially “modern” 

extensions, in total 

10 historical 

buildings under 

monument protection  

 Central location in 

the up-and-coming 

center and university 

city of Oldenburg, 

where living space is 

scarce and 

expensive! 
2 km 
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Multipor interior insulation system 

Urban district „military barracks Donnerschwee“, Oldenburg 

 Development and 

redesigning of 

barracks into 

residential area with 

750 new flats 

 Historical facades 

had to be kept!!! 

 German energy 

requirements KFW70, 

correspond to U-

value of 0,25 W/m2K 

 Interior insulation of 

ca 30.000 m2 with 

Multipor (100 mm 

panels)  
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Multipor interior insulation system 

Impressions 
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Multipor interior insulation system 

Impressions 

 Façade renovation: Resistance to driving rains!!! 
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Multipor interior insulation system 

Impressions 

 

 Interior design after insulation 

 Attic insulation (due to concrete roof): Splinter protection!!! 
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Multipor interior insulation system  

Preservation by usage 

Inside… 

 Today low-cost but high-quality living space while retaining the historic 

appearance / façades!!! 
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Multipor interior insulation system  

Preservation by usage 

 Today low-cost but high-quality living space while retaining the historic 

appearance / façades!!! 

Inside… 
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Multipor interior insulation system  

Preservation by usage 

Outside… 

 Today low-cost but high-quality living space while retaining the historic 

appearance / façades!!! 



ARHITEKTONSKI FAKULTET U SARAJEVU | CICOP BIH | CICOP ITALY | CICOP.NET CONFEDERATION    

ISSN 2232-965X

www.hmh.ba

THE  4 TH  INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE “THE IMPORTANCE OF PLACE” , SARAJEVO


	Keynote speakers_naslovna_zadnja_2017.pdf (p.1-2)
	Keynote speakers_sadrzaj_2017.pdf (p.3-20)
	KNS_radovi_2017_cd.pdf (p.21-184)

